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A Vindication, heniel gs the King's Majelty's | 
Letter co the late L,Archbiſhop of C: cateniary is 
moſt Conformable to the Judgment and Practice of 
ANTIQUITY, 


To the Right Worſhipful, 
Sir RatLen HaREe, Anizhtand Baronet? and 
Sir Eoward WaLPOOLE, Knight of the Bath, 
Two worthy Members of the Honourable 
Houle of Commons. 


Honoured Gentlemen, 
=o 9 you Were int your Capacities highly inſtruc 


mental to the Reitauration of His Sas 
cred Majeſty to His Crown : fo I know 
there 1s nothing you deſire more than the 
happy ſettlement of His Majeſty with the 
Church and State under Fu Dominion upon the foun- 
dations of Peace and Piety. Amongst other things that 
hinders ſuch a deſired Eftabliſhment, one is the Exorbt- 
tancy of the Pulpit : thongh you have done great things 
already in the Parliament (which we acknowle. love to 
your everlafting Honour) in order to the correfting of 
thoſe Irregularities ; yet ſomethin you left undone, as 
a Work proper for an Intelligence of an þ tgher Orb; 
Wherefore Els Sacred Majeſty hath made a fur ther pr 0- 
greſs in His late DiRECTiONS recommended to the 
everend Fathers of the Church ; wherem at once He 
hath approved Himſelf Epilcopum extra FEccle- 
ham, 4 Biſhop Without the Church , and I heolo- 
um intra Eccleftiam, a Divine within the Church. 
F foraſmuch as His Maje/ty's DirecTiONS 
B mee 
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meet not With that general Reception and Approbation 
they d:jerve, but are traduced by ſome as contrary to 
the Dofrine of the Church ; my deſign ts in this enſu. 
ing Treatiſe to defend Theologiam Regis, the Kings 
Divinity ſhining in them. T am conſcious of my own 
Defefs, and therefore implore your Patronage. I fear 
T have preſumed too far in ſheltering my ſelf wmndey your 
Names, and therefore beg your Pardon, and withall 
your Acceptance of this Teſtimony of my Obſervance, pra« 
miſing What 1 fall ſhort of in this Expreſ$on of my Gras 


titude , I ſhall make Hp with my daily Prayers for your © 


both, and the Branches of your Honourable Families, to 
whom 1 am 


E 


A moſt devoted Servant 
in all Obſervance, 


ay 


Robert Seppens. 


PX 


py : \ 
PNMON DROTT Þ 


To the Moſt Reverend Father mn God; W1ILL1 AM, 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


CHARLES R. 
= Of Reverend Father in God, We greet you well, 
x1 cUhereas the bold abuſes and extravagancies of 
Pzeachers in the Pulpit, have not onely by the 
erperience of fozmer Ages been found to tend to 
the diſhonour of God, the ſcandal of Religion, and 
8 diſfurbance of the peace both of Chucch and State, 
but have alſo (th2ongh the licentionſneſs of the late times) much 
increaſed, to the inflaming, fomenting, and heightning of he ad 
diſtempers and confuſions that were amongus, Ai whereas 
even at this pzeſent (not withſtanding the merciful p223v:dence tf 
God, ſo ſignally manifeſted in reſtozing Us to Dur Crown, and 
Dar pious care and endeavours to govern Our Uealms in peace 
and tranquillity) the ſaid Abuſes do yet continue in a very high 
mca'nce tn ſundzy parts of this Realm, th2oiu.th the bulie dilige' {ic 
of ſome. unquict and factions Dpicits, wha initead of _—_ [ 
yp") Ps th8 


the ptr. TUlozd of God, and building np the People in Faith and 
Þ>clineſs, have made it a great part of their buſtneſs to beget in the 
minds of their Yearers an evil opinton of their Governcucs, by 
inſtwating fears and jealouſtes to diſpoſe them to diſcontent, and 
toſeaſo:1 them with ſuch unſound and dangerous P2inc{ples, as 
may 1:ad them int9 Diſobedience, Schiſm and Rebellion, And 
whereas alſo ſundzy poung Divines and Piniſters, cither out of a 
ſpirit of contention and contradition, o2 in a vain oftentation of 
their Leaning, take upon them in their popular Sermons to 
handle the deep points of Gods Eternal Counſels and Decrees, o2 
to medble with the affairs of State and Goveinment, 03 to 
wzargle about Fozms and Geffures, and other fruitleſs Diſputes 
and Controverſies, ſerving rather to amuſe than p2ofit the Bear- 
ers ; which is done foz the moſt part, and with the greateſt confl- 
dence, by ſuch perſons as leaſt underſtand them : TWe, out of Dur 
P2incely Care and Zele fo2 the honcur of God, the advancement 
of Piety, Peace, and true Rel'gion, and fo2 the pzeventing foz the 
future, as mich as lieth in Us, the many and great Jnconves/ 
niencies and Piſchiefs that will unavoidablp enſue, if a timely 
ſfop be not given to theſe and the like gcowing Abuſles, Do, accoz- 
ding to the Cramples of ſeveral of Dur P2edeceſſours of bleſſed 
memo2p, by theſe Our ſpecial Letters ſfraitly charge and com- 
mand pou, to uſe your utmoſt care and diligence that theſe Direct- 
ons, which upn long and ſertous conſideration TUe have thought 
gad to give conce ning 132e1chers, and which TUe have canſed to 
be P2inte>, herew!th ſent unto yeu, be fcom-hencefozth dulp and 


ff:icly obſerved by all the Biſhops with:n pcur P2obince. And to. 


this end Our Will and Pleaſnce is, That yo1 fozihwith ſend 
them Copies of theſe Dur Directions, tobe by them ſpeedily com- 
mun.cated to evzry Parſon, Uicar, Curate, Lecturer and Pini- 
ſt:r, in every Cathedzal, Collegiate, and Pariſh-Church within 
their ſeve-al Dicceſes : Andthat pinea neffly require them to 
imylop thetr utmcſt enteiv2ur fo2 the dne ob'e. Vaticn of the ſame, 
whereof Te ſhall expe a ſtrict accomp!? both of you and every one 
of them : And theſe Du; Letters hill be pour ſaTicient Warrant 
and Otſcharg? t11 that behalf, 

Given at Our Court at pphrrehall, the 1 4. day of Offober, 

in the 14. year of Our Reign, 1662. 
By Hs Maveſt ie: Command, 
ED, NICHOLAS, 


Directions concerning Preachers: 


I. Vat noP2eachers in their Sermons p2eſwnre fo 
meddle with matters of State, to model new 
Gev2rnments , oz takz upon them to declare, 
limit 02 baund out the Power and Authozity of 
Soveraign Pzinces, 03 toſkate and determine 
the differences betw.xn Pzinces and the People ; but that np2n all 
god occaſions they faithfully inſtruc the People in their bounden 
vuty of Dubj:>ion and Dbedience to their Governours ©upe:iour 
and @ubozdinate of all ſozts, and to the eſtabliſhed Laws, accoz- 
ding tothe TWozd of God, and the Doqrine of the Church of Eng- 
land, as it is contained i» the Bomilies of Obedience, and the Ar- 
ticles of Religion ſet fozth by publick Aathojzity, 

11. ZThat they be admoniſhed not to ſpend their time and ſtudy 
in the ſearch of abſtruſe and ſpeculative Notions, eſpecially in and 
about the dep pints of Clecion and Repzobation, together with 
the incompzehenſtble manner of the concurrence of Gods Free 
Gzace and Pans Free Will, and ſuch other controverſtes as de 
pend thereupon : but howloever, that they pzeſume not poſitively 
and doctrinallpto tete:mine any thing concerning the ſame, 

111. That they fozbear in their ©ermons ozdinarily and cauſlefly 
toenter upn the handling of any other controverſies of leſs mo- 
ment and d:fficulty : but when"oever they are occaſioned by invi- 
tation from the Text they pzeach upon, oz that in regard of the Au- 
ditozy they p:cach unto, it may ſeem requiſite 02 expedient ſo to do ; 
That in ſuch caſes they do it with all modeſty, aravity a'1d candoz, 
aſſerting the Doctrine and Diſc'pl ne of the Church o England 
from the cavils and objzM ons of ſuch as are Avverſari's to either, 
without bitterneſs, railing, jering, 02 other ung ceſary 02 un- 
ſemly p2ovocation, 


IV. Thatfo2 the mo2e edifping of the People in Faith and 


odline's ( the afozcſaid Abuſes lard aſhe ) x! Min'ift:rs amd 
P2cachers in their ſeveral re*p:&>.ve (Znres ſhall not onely dilinent- 
lv ap)ly them elves to Tatech 37 the younger ſozt, acco:ding ag fn 
the ok of Common P2ayer is appointed ; bt al'o ſhill in thetr 
oninary @ermons inſiſt chiefl» \uyvon Catechetical Doccines. 
/ wherein are contained all the n{celſary and widenvte 3 Ugrities 

of 


of Ch:itian Religion) declaring withall unto cm amgating 
ty) it tnltences fuch Docdcines ought to have intatheir lives and 
converſations, and ffirriag them np sffectually, as well by their 
Tramples as their Dodcines, to the pzattice of ſuch Religions 
a1 Hozal Duties as are the pz3per reſults of the ſaty Doctcines, 
as Delf-denial, Contempt of the Wozly, Yumility, Patience, 
Pekneſs, Temperance , Juſtice , Percy, Dbedience, and the 
like ; and to a deteſlation and ſhunning of lia, eſpecially ſuch ſins 
as arg (0 ri'e among us, and comman to the 4ge we live in; ſuch 
are thoſe uſually ſtyled the Þeven Deadly ones , in thozt, all kind 
of Debauchery, @enſuality, Kebellion, P2afaneneſs , Atheiſm, 
and the like, And becauſe theſe licentious times have cozcupted 
Religion even in the very rots and foundations, That where ther: 
is an Afternons Crerciſe, it be eſpecially ſpent either in explain- 
ing ſome part of the Chu:ch-catechiſm, ozin preaching upon ſome 
ſuch Text of Dcciptuce as will pzape.ly and naturally lead to the 
haniling of ſomething contained in it, oz may conduce to the expo 
ſition of the Liturgy and {ayers of the Church, (as occaſton ſhall 
bs oftgred) the onely cauſe they g:ew into contempt amongſt the 
People bring this, That they were not nndzrſtod, ZThat alſo the 
Miniſter, as often as conveniently he can, read the P2apers him- 
ſelf; and when he cannot doſo, he p2ocure-02 p2avide ſame fit per- 
ſon in Yoly D2ders, who may do it with that gravity,viſtinaneſs, 
devotion and reverence, as becomes (o holy an action : And whenz 
ſozver by reaſon of his infirmity, oz the concurrence of ather Difis 
ces, the time may ſ@m to ſhozt, oz he unable to perfozm the office 
of both }ÞÞ2apers and Dermon at length, he rather ſhozten his Diſ- 
conrſe oz Sermon, than omit any thing of the Papers, left he in- 
cur the pznalty of the Act foz Wnifozmity, requiring them to be read 
accoming as the 15ok directs, 

V. And further Dur Til and Pleaſure {s, That all Piniffers 
within their ſevecal Cures be enjyned publickly to read over unto 
the People ſuch Tanans as are 02 ſhall be 6:1 fozce, at leaſt once, 
and the £hl.ty nine Acticles twice every pexr, ta the end they 
may the bitter une:ſtand, and be moze th2oughly ac-quainteg 
w.th th: Docrine an? Diſcipline 0. the Church of England, and 
not {ogaltly d24'Vv.1 4.vay from it as tozmerly they have ben, 

VI. @nce j2zzach'ng was not anciently the wazk of every 
zeſt, bat was (eſtcained ts the choices perſons foz gravity, pzu- 

d:nce 


dence and leaming ; the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of this kingdom 
are to take great care whom they Licen'e to P2zeach, and that all 
G2ants and i icerc's ofthis kind heretofoze made by any Chains 
cellour, Dficial, Commiſſary, oz other Secular perſon, (wha ac 
p2e/umed not to be ſo competent Judges in matters of th's nature) 
be accounted void and null, unleſs the ſame ſhall like wiſe be a!- 
lowed by the A-chbiſhop, o2 the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, and that ail 
Licences of P2eache's hereafter to be made 02 granted by any 
Archbiſhop 02 Biſhop. ſhall be only during pleaſure, otherwiſe to be 
vaid to all intents and purpoſes, as if the ſame 

had never been made no2 granted. 

VII. Laſtly, That foz the better obſerving of the Lo2ds-day, tw 
much neglected of late,they (hall,as by often and ſerious admoniti- 
ons,and ſhaip rep2wfs,endeavour to dzaw off people from ſuch idle, 
debauched, and pzofane courſes,as diſhonour God, bzing a ſcandal 
on Religion, and contempt on the Laws and Anthozity Cccleſta- 
ſical and Civil, ſo ſhall they verp earneſtly perſuade them to fre- 
quent Divine Service on the Lozdg-day, and other Feſtivals ap- 
pointed by the Church to be kept ſolemn,” And in caſe any perſon 
hall reſozt anto avyy Tavern, Afr-houſes, 07 wiſe any un 
{-) and Cperciſes on ſich days, the Piniffor ſhall exhoze 
<are in Futhozity in their ſeveral Pariſhes and Congregatt- 
ons, carefully tolok after all ſuch Dffenvers in ary kirv whatſos 
ever, together with all thoſe that abet, recetbe oz entertain thenr, 
that they may be p2occeded againff xceoving fo the Laws,and qua-s 
lity of their Dffences, that all ſuch ZDiſozders may foz the time to 
come be pzevented, 


Giyen at Our Court at #hitehall, Oftober the 14, inthe 
14. year of Our Reign, 1662, 


By His Majefties Command, 
ED, NICHOLAS. 


ERRATA., 
P/: 7. line 16. read gret, paiod.periter, xuguybiiodlas. pro, 
[,26,27.7. for 1. p.i2.l.9.r. The Verb, p.rg.4.16.r, jufſi 
ſunc, p.16./.11. 7, fallible. p.21./.12.r. Sozomen, and choxin@, 
L.14.r. didacxenlas. p.244.47. Pammachium. p.3z0.4.3 5.7. poſt 
llla. p.3 9-4. #lr. for queſtion r. Anſwers, p.q0-.7.r. maintaining 
It, p.43-420, 7, cannot. p.564.6,7, honore Presbyceri, 


THEINTR ODUCTION. 


Mongſt the infinite methods and 
arts of Satan wherewith in all Ages 
he hath inteed and troubled God's 
Church, none hath proved more 
miſchievous and deſtructive then 
the perverſion and depravation of: 
things good and holy ; whereby 

ws the old Serpent playing an Atrter- 

o4me hath been ſo lucky and proſperous, that even thoſe 
thinos, that in their original were deſigned as means fo! 
the planting and building up of Gods Church, hath by 
this new artifice of the Divell, proved powertull weapons 
ro ſupplant and pull it down, That what Saint Paul 

C1ith of fin ; it took occaſion by the commandment, and 

flew him; \o the Devil hath taken occaſion by things in 

their firſt appointment good, to deceive, and rume men 
as deſperately, as he did by heatheniſme 1c felt, It is an 
obſervation ot St, Cyprian in his book denauate ecileſie, 

That when the Devil ſaw his trade of Idolatry taile ar 

the comming of Chriſt, and the Seats, and Tem- 

ples of Idols were overthrown, Fxcoenttawvit novam frau- 
dem, ut [nb ipſo Chriſtians nomins tutulo fallat incautos, 

GC hereſes 
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hereſes invenit, & (chiſmata, He deviſed a new trade of 
herefie and ſchiſme, that under the colour of Chriſtiani- 
ty, he might deceive unwary ſouls, and thereby ſubvert 
che truth, and corrupt the faith, } his new impoſture of 
the Dive!s hath been ſo operative and eftectuall, daily ex- 
perience teacheth, That Chriſtianity it ſelf the onely 
true, and excellent religion, is againſt her nature made a 
mother ofa (| purious off-ſ pring,contention, war, rebellion, 
The Scripture, that admirable Syſteme of divine reve- 
lations, 15 polluted by the prophane uſage of every bold 
Dogmatizer, Every inſtitution of Chriſt is adulterated, 
and turned to his diſhonour. The Publick ſervice of 
God, which it rightly performed would come betore hint 
aSincenſe, and as the Morning Sacrifice; by vain repeti- 
tions, extemporary boldneſſe, and tumultuary effuſions 
of lare became the Sacrifice of Fools ; the ſacred Eucha«- 
riſt, that is ordained as a bond,or ligament to knit us toge- 
ther in unity, is by Satans malice the golden apple of 
contention : an occaſion of wotull diſtraftion amongſt 
Chriſtians, and the tuell of endlefſe and irreconcileable 
controverſie, The Love-feafts uſed in the Apoſtles times 
for the procreation, and conſervation of charity, did 
ſoon degenerate into nurſeries of 110t and diſſention, 


ſe-24l. 1), 2 14 The Publick Vigills upon the Evens of Feſtivals, at firſt 
«'r-©4: ſo advantagious to Chriſtian piety, and obſerved with ſo 


much zeal and devotion, in tune were changed into pub- 
like diforders, It wereendleſle to reckon up all the ſa- 
cred rites of Chriſtianity, the Devil hath made uſe of, to 
promote his own Kingdome, and weaken Chriſts, But 
amongſt all thoſe, there is none more viſtbly, and danger- 
ouſly abuſed, then the Ordinance (as they call ut) of 
Preaching, which at firſt was the organ in the hand of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles for the converſion of che world : 
but now by Satans malice and ſubtil.y is become a great 

| nſtru- 
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inſtrument for the diſturbance of Chriſtian Chutche; 
and Nations, That it may be a queſtion, whether the 
exceſle of Preaching in later times hatch not done mote 
hurt, then the want ot it heretofore, Tis certain in Mo- 
rality, that the vice in Exceſle, is ſometimes as oppolice 
to the nrtddl< virtue, as the vice in Defet, We have lived 
to ſee by ſad experience, that vitious, and excel5tve 
Preaching, hath been both oppoſite, and tatal! ro the moſt 
excellent Church in Chriſtendome, and chat diverſe and 
fund: y wayes, 

Fiſt, by abecting of Hereſte, Schiſme, Sacrilege, Rc: bel- 
lion, Rapine, and all manner of villany, Howlſoever this 
bullion was digg'd ont of a lower region; yet it was min- 
red, ſtamped, made auchenticalin the Pulpit, Though 
ciibſe 1impes of the Devil, had their conception elſewhere, 
yer here they had their Birth, Legitimation, and Chri- 
ſtendome, _ From this quarter blew the wind, that raiſed 
the rageing of the Sea, and the madnefle of the people, 
Ic was 2 ſaying ot old, that Athenas oratorum eloquentia 
perdidit 1 will not (ay that the eloquence ot our Preach- 
ers deſtroyed us; bur their bawling, their clamorous obſtre- 
perouſneſſe did, For while theſe Demagogues had che 
peoples ears tyed ro their rongues, they conveyed all 
manner of poyſon into their hearts, T hey who remem- 
ber the glory of the firſt Temple, know how firſt it came 
to be Eclipſed ,and atterwards invelop'd in univerſall dark- 
neſle ; And they who live to fee the building of che fe- 
cond Temple, know what mighty are it tinds 
trom the fierce and warlike nation of the Pulpitcers, 

Secondly by deletion, and extinction of all the parts 
of Gods worthip, whereas Gods worthip is the end of 
preaching, and preaching 1s but medium cultus, And the 
means 15 no further ſuch, then ir ſerves unto the end, 


The matter was (ſo handled, that preaching had engrofled, 
C 2 and 
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and monopolized all the parts of Gods worſhip, and was 
become the ſole worſhip of God, Cartwright, and his 
diſciplinarians, were modeſt in reſpect of theſe Empiricks, 
They allowed of no Sacraments without Sermons, Theſe 
made Sermons alone all-ſutficient without Sacraments, 
They held' that the adminiſtration otythe Sacraments 
without Sermons was damnable Sacrilege, Theſe by 
a more damnable Sacrilege deſtroyed the Sacraments 
themſelves, ſo that al! the worſhip of God, was turned 
to Preaching 'much, the moſt part whereof hath been 
little better then vain babling, 

Thirdly, by eclypſing and diſparaging of Gods word 
contained in the holy Scripture ; for not only Gods Wor- 
ſhip was laid afide, but the Bible it ſelt was turned out of 
doors, The reading of the Scripture which obtained in 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Churches in all ages, and was 
generally found to be of ſingular uſe, and benefit, was 
abandon'd and eſteemed of no etfieacy without ſome of 
their new deſcants upon ic, That as the Superſticious 
Rabbins proverbially ſaid, Plus eft in wverbis [cribarum, 
quamin verb legs, fo they thought there was more 
efficacy in the words of men, then in the words of Gad : 
And thereupon imparted the peculiar glory of his word 
unto that which is not his word. For Sermons are not 
the word of God but equivocally, becauſe the word of 
God is the ſubject, and ſhould be the rule whereby they 
are framed, But foraſmuch as in Sermons, there is a 
mixture of Mans wit and invention, ſometimes a tincture 
of Errour and Malice; For men to lay aftde the imme- 
morial and” profitable cuſtom of reading the holy Scri- 
pture, and obtrude upon the people in the place of it, 
their Sermons,as the pure word ot God,1s a lacrilegious 
diminution of its Authority, It the Romaniſt be ob- 
noxious to ſo much cenſure, tor ranking the Traditions an 

the 
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che Churchin equipage with the word of God written, 
what inſolence is it in men to preter their tancies and in- 
yentions, not only betore the Traditions of the Church, 
'but alſo the undoubred word of God it (elt- 

Fourthly, by the bringing in-anew kind of Idolatry ; 
we are told 0: diverſe kindsot Idolatry in the Roman 
Church ; worſhipping of Images, worſhipping of Saints 
and Angels, worſhipping ot the Hoſt, But now there is 
2 new kind ot Idolatry. brought into the Retormed 
Church, worthipping ot Sermons, No ignorant Papilts 
idolize any Image or Saint departed more then ſome 
people do theſe Sermons, They adore them, they artri- 
bute an omnipotency to them in ſaving Souls, ex opere 
operato, they place their atfiance in them, They go on 
pilgrimage with as much devotion to worthip this tmagi- 
nation, as the Papiſts do to the Image ot - & Lady ot 
Loretto, They ſpare no coſt nor charges in their obla- 
tions to theſe Idol thepheards, though like the Idols ot 
the Heathen they have eyes and (ee not, As the people 
of Tſrael made a Calt in Horeb, and then tell down and 
worthipped itz {fo theſe miſguided zelots ſer up Calves 
tor thei Teachers, and then fall down ws. worihip 
them, 

Fitchly, by the deſtruction .of the Prieſthood it (elt ; 
when once by this new and monſtrous Divinity they had 
made us believe that Preaching was the ſole and onely 
office of a Miniſter,. and obſerved that infolene Laicks 
pretending to in{piration, could pertorm that well enough 
to peoples (atistaction ; They {aw there was no need of 
Prieſts, nor any proviſion tor their maintenance, and 
therefore laid about them to rid themſelves of that 
chargeable order of Eccleftaſticks : for which purpole, 
firſt they attempted to cut off their perſons by various 
injuries, oppreſsions and pertecutions ; and then to de- 

(tro), 
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ſtroy the Prieſthood by ſeizing upon the Church-re- 
venue, Thus they ſerved the Clergy at laſt for their 
preaching, As the Fox did the Crow 1n the Favle, com- 
mended their voices, till they got away their morſels, 
Laſtly, by overthrowing the ſtudy of Divinity ; for 
ſince preaching came to be of ſuch high eſteem with the 
people, that they meaſureall mens worth by their fides 
and lungs; many of the Clergy give over the ditticulties 
of Theology,and content themlelves with ſuch ſuperticial 
knowledge herein, as will qualifie them for popular Prea- 
chers, and no more, The Critical, Polemical, Schola- 
ſtical, Caſuiſtical parts of Divinity, crowa'd with the 4d- 
mirable Learning of Fathers, Councils, Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory z inall which, or ar leaſt in ſome, Miniſters ſhould 
excell or be competently verſed, are now laid afide as ſu- 
perfluous, and no way requiſite to the accompliſhment of 4 
Preacher, Whence it comes to paſs, that ina Church 
abounding with Preachers, there is a great ſcarcity of Di- 
vines, Abundance of Preachers, but few Divines, 
Theſe conſiderations with others have moved me to 
ſearch into the bottom of this art of Preaching, to ſee up- 
on what foundation it ſtands, how it was uſed 1n the anci- 
ent Church, what boundaries ſhould be ſet to it,afſuring 
my 1clf it-would be impolsble ever to deliver the Church 
:rom theſe Contuſions, till Preaching, the defign of all 
former Retormations, were reformed it ſelf, and reduced 
© the juſt rule, purged from the droſs, and reſtored to 
their hands to whom of right it belongs, © For as in all 
fatural and ordinate mutations, there muſt be removens 
prohibens;ſo that there (hould be in moral mutations, Pru- 
dence dictates, It there be any thing hinders the Peace 
and Welfare of Gods Church,even that ſhould be remo- 
ved, But how this can bedone without the interpoſing of 
Civiland Eccleltuſtical Authority, without ſome Canons 
and 
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and Laws firſt deliberately made, and then faithfully exe- 
cuted, is not to be imagined. For though prudent and 
conſiderate men cannot but ſee the horrible inconveni- 
ence that comes upon the Church by this liberty of pro- 
phecying, yet the Silver-ſmiths that get their living by 
this Cratt , and have made of this preaching artem 
xeveonomrinir, the Philoſophers Stone, w.ll cry up this 
D14ana, And then the 5: 22a4ci, the many on the other fide, 
who were carryed meerly by opinion, and what they have 
once imbibed, hold, as Pzlate, quod ſcripſi ſcripſi, they 
having received an opinion that this preaching is the A/- 
pha and Omega of all Religion; It will be more then an 
Herculean labour to diſpotleſſe them of their darling tan- 
cy, It was ant ingenious device of him, that to exprets 
the love of preconceived opinions, elegantly painted in 
the gate of humane intelicity, a greatge number of men 
in priſon loaden above meaſure, and oppreſſed with 
heavy chains and fetters, who yet were fo tar from grie- 
ving at their miſery, that they ſtrove amongſt themlelves 
every one for the Prerogative of his ſhackles, while ſome 
licked them, ſome gently touched them, ſome meaſured 
them, ſome covered them with rags from the injury of 
theair; all gloried of their impriſoament ; and it any had 
leſs irons then another, he envyed the others happineſs, 
The World is governec all by opinion, and as every Crow 
thinks his own bird tareſt, ſo every man his own opinion, 
though thereby ke is miſerably impriſoned , and the tet- 
ters whereby he 1s holden be iron, impoliſh'd, bur- 
thenſome, grievous to be born, yet he hugs 'them 
45 Ornaments, not Impediments , as Golden Chains 
and Bracelets, not Iron gyves; and by them lies 
tutt bound in the Dungeon of ignorance: From 
which it a man goes about to deliver them, they 
complaine of ſignal} injury done them, as the Devil did 
Ot 
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of "Chriſt : Why art thou come to torment us before the 


time ? With theſe kind of men I can _ little ſuc- 
 ceſle to this paper, when I behold the 
prejudice that oppoſe themſelves to truch, and reaſon, 


uge mountains of 


Bur when I look again upon the grand Impoſtures and 
cheats, practiſed upon poor weak ſouls, by theſe new 
Quacks in Divinity , 1 conſider, though it be not in my 
power to remove, or cure {0 great an evil, yet it will be 
ſome diſcharge of Conlcience to teſtifie againſt it, ſome 
ſtep, and furtherance to the cure, to lay open the ſore, 
and to ſhew the necelsity oft the generous Medicaments 
his Sacted Majeſty hath uſed for the healing ot our 
breaches in the Church, As certainly *tis a thing of 
huge concernment for the publick peace to look unto the 
regulation of the Pulpit ; ftrom whence ſuch innumera- 
ble evils have broke in upon us, and ſo many inconvenien- 
cies may ariſe for the future, if there beno ſtop to the in- 
ſolence of ſome : ſo there can be no more ſoveraign reme- 
dies to prevent them then the direftions of our Dread 
Soveraign recommended to the Reverend Fathers of the 
Church, I know Reginm eft bona facere, mala audire 
The beſt actions of Princes are obnoxious to cenſure and 
calumnie, Ignorant perſons may derogate from them, 
malicious perſons may traduce them y but none can pro- 
pound a better Catholicon for the cure ot this Epidemical 
Difeatc in this juncture of affaires, then His Majeſty hath 
done, AndIhopein this enſuing Treatiſe to make ir 
appear to every unp»cjudiced K eader, that His Majeſties 
directions are highly prudential, and agreeable to the Prin- 
ciples of ſound Theology, and the practice of the golden 
age of the Church, It it be demanded, why I have nec 
confined my (elt ro them alone in the treatile © I Anſwer, 


, Firſt, becauſe they being not prime verities event ot 
themſclves, it was requiſite I ſhould ſearch out ſome an- 


tecedent 
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tecedens truth, from which theſe doe tollow by good 
contequence, Secondly, becauſe in this difquiſition 
many Homogeneal things offer themſelves, which may 
be ot ſome moment to the right underſtanding of the mat- 
ter, ItI anſwer nor the expectation of any in this my 
undertaking, [ ſhall ſatiSfhie my ſelt with the intencion of 
doing good ; and that I have according ro my poor ta- 
lent contributed the belt I can to the juſtification of his 
Sacred Majeſty, and the Peace of my poor labouriag 
Mother the Church ot England, ro whole judgement I 
{ubmir my ſelf, and this poor conception, 

And all that I have to ſay, Ithall tor orders take reduce 
to theſe tour Heads, 

1, Of Preaching in generall, 

2. Towhom this Otfice of Preaching primarily be- 
longs, | 

3, Howit was managed in the ancient Church, 

4. What Innovations have been introduced in theſe 
1acter times, 


- — = 


"CHAP. 1 
Of Preachine in Tener.tc. 


He firſt thing I am to treat on, 1s Preaching in gene- 
rall ; And to doe thatT am in Juſtice bound to give 
ſome account of the importance ot the word : Forafj 
much as words are the garments of things, and noticnel 
words make us underſtand the natures of things, As 
EPiCtet r6s) y \eyn naubiyotu, r 44 roue Twy þ ELIBITA | [ he be- 
ginning of knowledge > the conſideration of words, 
Now the word to Pre>ch is «=, there is another word 
wyſmilic, that is often rendred Preaching too, of which 
ſomeching atterwards, But a moſt jrequent, and ordt- 
» nary 
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mary word is zngvayy. The native ſignification whereof 
being examined, may haply afford ſome light tro the 
thing ; And to find our that, I ſhall not ſearch into pro- 
fane authors; but ſeeing the ſtyle and language of the New 
Teſtament is Helleniſticall, content my ſelf ro obſerve 
the uſe of it amongſt the Seventy, with whoſe language 
beſt agrees the ſacred dialect oft the new 1 eſtament, 
And inthe Seventy we find that «uy», doth fignifie a 
ſolewnc proclaiming of a thing, as wien an Herald or 
Cryer docs pro of ficzo proclaim a Law, or Edict, or any 
thing of the like nature, Thus Geyn, 41, vr, 43, And 
obs Cryer cryed x, exnpuZey brermes iv Ove Kings. But 
in the Prophefie of Fonah tis very remarkable, that 
the word »»rv-+47 in one and the fame place is uſed both to 
fiznifie the otuce of Foxah in Preaching to- the Ninevites 
and the otfice of an Herald in inaking a Proclamation, 
Goe untothat great City, niger wiguſjue Preach the Preach- 
ing, Chap. 2. 3. And the People of Nineveh beleeved God, 
and proclaimed a faſt, % iniutavrnsvas, wer, 5, The vul- 
gar Latine renders it, predicaverunt jejunium; And ſo 
doth Arias Montanus, They preach'd a Faſt, And this 
uſe of the word amongſt the 70, is altogether conſonant 
to the ſenſe of the word in the Hebrew, For though 1p 
iS. T0av onus Of many ſ1gnifications; yet tis uſed expreſly to 
{onihe the office of an Herald, or a Cryer, Dan, 3, 4. 
RIP RINTp1 or preco proclamavit, Then the Cryer cried 
aloxd. AS SI7TF here ſignifies to proclaime; ſo the Herald 
is ſtyled SIT? from whencel conjecture the Greek word 
xngVaro deſcens. According to this ſenſe of the word 
in the Hebrew, andthe uſe of it amongſt the Helleniſts, 
we find it once in our Tranſlation rendred Proclaiming 
5 

Luk, 12,3, Whatſoever is done in ſecret xnevy In welas, ſhall 


be proclatmed upon the Houſe-trops, From this importance 
of the word we gaine tiwo things, 


Fuit 
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Firſt, that as a Proclamation is the a& cf an Autho- 
rized perſon, an Herauld or Cryer, ſo Preaching 1s the 
a&t of a publick Authorized perſon, 

Secondly, that as a Proclamation is a promulgation of 
a Senatuſconſule, Edict, Decree, or Law, to whom it was 
not known betore , ſo preaching is a publiſhing, or pro- 
mulgation of the Goſpel to whom it was not known be- 
tore, as [ews, Pagans, Infidels, Howſoever through in- 
advertency or pre-poſle[s1on men have not generally ob- 
ſerved it, yet upon ſerious conftieration it will be mani- 
teſt char preaching in the Goſpel-notion, eſpecially reter- 
ring to the Goſpel, lignifes a publiſhing, or making ic 
known to Jews, Gentiles, and unbelievers only, And 
theretore we are Caretully to diſtinguith betwixt a#ngvzus 
and Andy, angvarery Preaching in the Goſpel imports 
the prime promulgation of the Goſpel to them that neve: 
knew of it ; -4:4eox«7, the Confirmation of them who 
already had received it, Preaching imports the -publih- 
ing of the Goſpel de novo, where it was never heard 
on before : Teaching imports the inſtructing ot them in 
Chriſtianicy, which already they have proteſled and be- 
lieved, This obſervation I find firſt made by Gulrelmmw 
Lunicenſis in his Book de ſtatu Eccleſie, Predicare (laith 
be) eſt Gentiles, Fudeos & Infidelcs,vel catechumenos ad 
vgratiam Baptiſt wocare , docere eſt badtizatos, qualiter 
contra ſuperbium humilitate, &C, minmantur inſtruere, 
To preach is to call the Gentiles, Jews, and Tntidels to 
the grace of Baptiſm : To teach 4s to inſt:uct them thi: 
are Baptized, how by humility hey thould be armed 
againſt Pride, &c, And this diftinetion may be grounded 
upon the Commiſston of our Lord and Saviour to his 
Apoſtles betore his Aſcenſion ; Go preach the Goſpel ts 
every creature, Mark 16,15, Go make Diſciples in all Na- 
trons, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

D 2: Son, 
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Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, aid6oxernes. teaching them to 
ao whatſoever 1 command you, Mat, 28, 20, upon 
which words Luc as Brugenſis obſerves well, 1 hat alis 
TOXx eſt or«ca verſu ſupertori uaInre/047t diſcrimen hoc eſſe 
widetur, quod uadnriuw ſit dcere cos, qui a doetrina Evai- 
gel alien ſunt, itd ut yeddas eos Diſcipulos, Hide mruv VErO 
docere jam Diſcipulos redditos +» This Verb in the tormer 
Verſe {1gnifies a teaching of them who are ſtrangers ro 
the Goſpel, in order to the making of them Dilciples , 
bur the Participle in the latter Verſe imports a teaching 
ot them who are already made Diſciples. It this bes nor 
foundation enough to bear up this Superſtructure, we are 
turniſhed with two Texts more by a very Learned Cri- 
tick, Mr, Thornd;ke, wherein this difference 1s viſible, 
Acts 5. 42, They ceaſed not to teach and preach Teſus 
Chrift, to teach him to the Church, to. preach him to the 
Jews in the Temple ; and Acts 15. 35, Parl alſo and 
Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching the 
word of the Lord, teaching it to the Church, preaching ig 
to Unbelievers , it any yet be unſatisfied, it will be more 
evident by comparing two places more in St, Pauls 
Epiſtles, the one is Rox, 15, 20, 21, where St, Pau! 
ſpeaking of his deſign of planting the Goſpel (faith) he 
ſtrived to preach the Goſpel, 4X 07% wrountcI1y yerrds, H0! where 
Chriſt was named, But here we muſt takenotice that the 
word for preaching is wayſilsv, which differs not 
much from «ngvwur, wg9:24y importing a publiſhing oj 
Chriſt de roo, tveyſniteza a publiſhing of Chriſt zan- 
quam bona nova, as good news 15 publiſhed ; and it it be 
as news, then it muſt be to them to whoin tit 15 news, 
And t\icretore the Apoſtle ſait!1, he ſtrived ro Evaneelize 
where Chriſt was not named, Upon which words S,Chryſ0- 
tom obſerves, Non dicit ub1 non crediderant, fed ubi non- 
dum nominatus eft Chriſlus : He ſatth no! where whey be: 

 lieved 
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lieved not but where Chriſt was not (0 much as namcd The 
other is 1 Cor, 4, 17, where the Apoſtle (peaking of his 
labour in inſtructing of the Churches already planted, he 
uſerh another ſtyle, As I teach im every Church, From 
this further examination of the word, and the diſcovery 
of the importance ot it in the Golpel-nation, another 
Conſectary tollows, 

That the Preaching, which is ſb precepto,under the 
expreſs command of Chriſt in the Goſpel, and is fo tre- 
quently mentioned there, 1s the prime promulgation o 
the Golpel 9 unbelievers, and of DECUULT CONCE: NMEnt £9 
the Apoſtles ; who beltdes other extraordinary Preroga- 
tives had an unlimiced Commits:un to 20 into all the 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every creature - And to 
thoſe 1 exts that I1y a ſtrict obligation upon the Apoltles 
of preaching under the pain of incur; ing Gods heavy dit- 
pleaſure, as A, 4.19, 20, 1 Cor,9, 16, are of Perſonal 
concernment to the Apoſtles, and ro be under{tood of thi 
prime promulgation of the Gotpel co unbelievers ; and 
Concern not us Presbyters, unle(s we think our (elves ob 
liged by the Commitsion Chriſt gave his Apoſtles ro $0 
preach to the Americans and Indians, The words B:- 
ſhop and Presbyter are words of relation, relating to the 
ſeveral Provinces and Flocks under their charve : 
Though they have a duty incumbent on chem of inſtact- 
ng them in Chriſtanity z YET NOT 0. Preaching tic Go 
ſpel to every creature, as the Apoitles had , they have 
not thoſe extraordinary enablements of Tongues, und 
Miracles, and immediate [n{piration iuvply necctiary un 
to that work ;, and whereby their Doctrine became Au- 
thentck and Divine, as that the Faith of the Hearers vas 
without further inquiry to be retolved into it, 25 into 2 
divine Revelation, In which teac alone St, Pauls words” 
are verifiable, Kew, 10,14,17., Faith comes by Heartys, 
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and Hearing by the Word, How ſhall they hear without & 
Preacher, &c, I defire to know what man dares (the 
Pope excepted, to whom ſome of his vain Flatterers pre- 
ſume to attribute Infallibility) aſſume to preach in ſuch x 
notion, as to make his Doctrine that, whereinto Audzto- 
rum fides ultimo reſolvitur, which it not, then there is not 
par ratio, nor pay obligatio, nor par pateſtas, between us 
and the Apoſtles, as to the ſtri& notion-And ottice of a 
Preacher in Scripture language, 

But whatſoever the imvortance of tne word is in the 
Goſpel notion, yet now the word Preaching is become a 
word of Art, and is uſed to f1gnifie that act of the Mini- 
ſterial Fun&ion, which con inſtructing Chriſtians in 
their duty ; and in that ſenſe from henceforward I ſhall 
take it, and for the more diſtin& underſtanding of the 
thing, make ſome little enquiry into the kindes of 
Preaching mentioned in the Goſpel, 

And firſt there we find a Preaching by Inſpiration, and 
a Preaching by Pains and Induſtry, 

A preaching by Inſpiration, ſuch as I now intimated, 
Of this ſort was the preaching of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and thoſe who were endued with extraordinary gifts of 
Prophecying in the Apoſtles times, They all ſake with 
Tonzues as the fhirit gave them utterance, they were 
I80l1Sexr01 taught of God, It ts not you that ſpeake, but the 
Spirit of my Fath:r that _ In you. And the Spirit 
(peaking in chem after their inauguration to their Apo- 
{tleſ1yp,;znd Miniſtry on the day ot Pentecoſt, gave St, Pant 
reaſon co call that their Miniſtry,the Miniſtration of the 
Spit, 2 Coy,3, 

Then there is a Scripture-preaching by Pains and In- 
cuftry, at leaſt not without it altogether, After this 
manner it ſeems Trmothy preached, and therefore is ex- 
horted to give atrendance ro reading, and to ſtudy, to 
thew himſelf a workman, &c. Again, 
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Again, there is a Preaching by Writing, and a Preach- 
ing by Sermons : one that is 4:« 7is yaa7ins, another 4a 
Ths x#e95, One that is y#-2+F, another tyez2®, As Clem, 
Alexan, in lib, 1, ftro, The Apoſtles themſelves did not 
Preach altogether by Sermons, Iy writing of the Goſ- 
pel they weft Evangeliſts, and did preach the Goſpel to 
unbielevers; by writing of their Epiſtles, they did reach: 
che Church, and theretore Saint Paul doth call his Epi- 
ſtleto the Komanes, his Golp?]l, Kow, 2. 16, Solomon 
was a famous Preacher , yet we are not certain that he 
Preached otherwiſe then by writing, The Prophets we: 
Preachers too, but they did not preach altogether by 
Sermons, 1 he Prophet Feremy is commanded to write 
his Viſtons and Revelations imparted to him, Chap, 30,2, 
Mr. CalvinFarh in his Pretace to 1/.uah, Prophctis mos 
fuit, poſtquam juſti ſunt, aliquid populo nunciare, paucis 
ſummanm rerum completti, & valvis templi prefigere: It 
was the manner of the Prophets, when they were commanded 
to deelare any thing to the people, to contradt the ſumme af 
the matter in writing, and fix it upon the doors of the 
Temple, 

Laſtly, there is a Preaching in ones own perſon, and 4 
Preaching by Proxy, A Preaching i ones own perſon. 
1 hus Chrift himſelt Preached while he dwelt amonet! 
us, and thus the Apoſtles Preach'd where they came 
themſelyes, Then there is a preaching by Proxy : And 
thus Chriſt himſelt preach'd after his Aſcenlion into Hea- 
ven, Fpheſ.2, 17. He came and prouched peace unto you, 
1, e, by bus Apoſtles , And thus the Apoſtles preached, 
where they came not themſelves , by the. Evangelitts 
there (ubſtitures, 

From thele kinds of preaching 1 hall deduce 2w> 
or three Corollartes more, and 10 conclude this - Part ct 


my-undertaking, 
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treatiſe of 
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P22. IO ,i7 


T' w/-51 this Office of Preaching 

Firſt, That that frequency of preaching cannot be 
expected from us, that was uſed- by the Prophets, and 
Apoſtles : becauſe they preach'd by inſpiration, we by 
p2.ns and induſtry only, 

Secondly, 1 hat men may preach in a Goſpel-notion, 
and yet never make a Sermon in a vulgar Notion, 
hey may Preach by Writing, and Preach by Proxy, 
Preach by their Hand, as well as by their Tongue, See 
Dre. Holaſworth in preleft. prima, non procul ab 1n- 
7110, 

Thirdly, That ſeeing our Preaching 1s not by imme- 
diate inſpiration of the Spirit, *cis Feallle and ſubject to 
errour ; and-theretore is ordinable by our Superiours, 
and reducible to ſuch directions and rules as molt con- 
duce to the promotion of Peace and Piety, 
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To whom this Office of Preaching primarily belongs. 


T4 ſecond thing I ſtand charged withal, is to enquire 
and reſolve, to whom this othce of preaching pri- 
marily belongs : Foraſmuch as 'tis Gods will, chat no- 
thing ſhould be done in his ſervice either raſhl Or 
Gitorderly. Ubi ctiam, & 4 quibus ſerag! m_ ipſe ex- 
celſiſs1ma ſua voluntate definivit, C Rom, pag. 52, He 
hath defined by his molt Heavenly will, <# in what 
place, and by what perſons, he will have divine offices 
performed, It ſtands us in hand then, to know to whom 
this office belongs ; And the examination and reſolution 
of this will open a tair way tv the juſtification of many 
things in his Sacred Majelties late Duections, Buc tor the 
Indagation of this I muſt premiſe cercain Principles and 


Maximes. The 
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Thi firſt is, that the foundation of all Authority is in 
Chriſt, All Eccleſfiaſticall Authority, or Authority to 
any Ecclefiaſticall Otfice is in Chriſt originally , in others 
but Derivately, For as it was foretold , That the Go- 
vernment ſhould be upon his ſhoulders, Iſa, 9.6, So that 
the Spiriz of th: Lord was upon him and anointed him to 
preach elad tidings, Iſa, 62, 1 And this truſt which his 
Father committed to him, he diſcharged in his own per- 
ton, while he was upon the Earth, He Preached the 
Golpel, converted Sinners, made Diſciples : Hence he 
1S ſtyled JiSeoranCy, Dodtor, Sr-c9A26, al Apoſtle,  Terulw, 
The Shepheard and giſhop of our fon: 1 Pet, 2,25, 

The Second 1s, that the authority, and power necella- 
ry tor the Government of his Church, which was iahe- 
rent in bis own perſon, during the ceconomic of his Hu- 
muliation, he did betore his. Aſcenſion delegate to his 
Apoſtles, Inchoatively, hn 20, 21, 22, 23, fully and 
pertectly upon the day of Pentecoſt, when by the deſcen- 
ding of the holy Ghoſt upon them, he endued them with 
power from above, according to his promiſe, Luke 24, 49, 
Afts1, 8, But the particular delegation to this power of 
preaching, we have in particular mentioned by it ſelf, 
Once Mat. 10,6, 7, But this was limited to the loft ſheep 
of the houſe of Iſrael, The genera!ll commifSsion was 
given them, Afar, 28, 19, 20, In which our Lord and Sa- 
viour impowereth them as Planters, ro preach the Goſbecl 16 
anbelievers - 25 Governours an\l Paſtors ro feed his flocks, 
the Charch, It it be objected here, That ovy Lo 4nd $ 
wiour granted a Comm!tſs10n to the Syventy to preach the 
Goſpel, as well as tothe Apoſtles, Luke 10, 1, 

I grant it, but withall ant{wer, Thar that was Te: 
naiegy, temporary of ſhort dur:tton, and to expire at they 
return 5 Þut this 15 of perpetual duration, 
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And that's the third clung 1 would lay as a groun.! , 
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that the Apoſtolate is of perpetual duration, though the 
Apoſtles taken 47w1{ixz in their perſons were to die ſhort- 
ly after , yet taken coxjw4:m with their Sacceſſours, as 
Abraham with his Poſterity, they are to continue to the 
Worldsend, Though the Pertons of the Apoſtles were 
mortal like other mn, yet che Otfice of the Apoſtolate 
was, quoad ordinariam poteſtatem, ever to continue in the 
Clurch, This is evident, Firſt, by Chriſts promiſe ad- 
ded by way of encouragement in their Commilsion, 
Mat.28 ult, 1 ammith you tothe end of the World : but he 
could net be with them in their perſons to the end of the 
World ; and therefore, chough they tailed in their per- 
ſons, yet the Apoſtolate muft continue, Secondly, by 
matter of fact, for when Fudas by tranſgreſs1on tell, Aar- 
thias by the eleven was choſen to the Apoſtleſhip in his 
room ; and it was thought in St, Peters judgment a thing 
neceſſary, As 1.20, When Fames was ſlain, Saul and 
Barnabas were called to the Apoſtolate, And 'tis-very 
memorable what Clemens Romanus in his Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians avoucheth to this purpoſe : Our Apoſtles 
(faith he) knew by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt char there would 
be contention, 6 74 6ruar@® 71; (rouomig, about the name 
of Epiſcepacy,, and for this cauſe being endued with 
pertect preſcience ordained the foretiid pertons, and after- 
wards made a Law or order, that when they died other 
appr. ved men ſhould ſucceed in their Othce, and execute 
the Function, * Laſtly, by the teſtimony” of St, Paul, 
Epheſ. 4. ver, 11,12,13, He gave ſome Apoſtles, ec, 
pi 44741Tioos 1H we all meet together, and that could 
not be within the compats of that Generation wherein the 
twelve primary Apoſtles lived, and therefore there were 
Secondary Apoltles to follow them, Zyra upon the 
place obſerves, that thoſe words, 1:4 we all meet, &c, do 
denote the duration 0: rharOfhice tillChriſts coming again 
to judgment, 
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All the queſtion is now concerning, the Perſons who 
ſucceed inthe Apoſtolate ; and we might ſuperſede that 
enquiry, it we would hearken to the unanimous ſuffrage 
and voice of Antiquity delivered to us by St, Ferome un 
his Epiſtle to Marcella againſt Montanus, who (he faith) 
places the Bilhops in the third place, but apud nos Apoſto- 
lorum locum tencnt Epiſcopi, with us Buhops hold the 
place of the Apoſtles, Thus much is evident out of the 
Scripture 1t felt, that as the Apoſtolate is called by Sr. 
Lyke a Biſhoprick, As 1, 20, to rerwards Buhops 
were called Apoſtles ; which argues the identity of the 
Apoſtolate and Epilcopacy, Ste, Pi»! was none of the 
twelve, yet called an Apoſtle «7 5:4, St, Fames Bi- 
ſhop of Fern ſalexz was none of the tyeive, 1 Cor, 15, 5, 
7. yetcalled an Apoſtle, Gal, 1, 19, Epaphroditus was 
none of the twelve, yet called an Apoitle, Phil, 2, 25, 
vuar St e755, thUS Timothy, Titus, Clemens, and many 
others being Biſhops are all called by che Ancients Apo- 
ſtles, All which-abundantly ſhews the identity of the ordi- 
nary power of the Apoſtleſhip and Epiſcopacy, Theſe 


things being premiſed, ir will be eatte to determine to - 


whom the Ottice of Preaching chiefly belongs ; namely. 
to thoſe who ſucceed in the Apoſtolite, to them who 
Secondary Apoſtles, Biſhops, as will turther app« 
three things, 
Firſt, becauſe Biſhops have the chiet cure ot all 
in their Diocete; all Presbyters entruſted with the cutc 
Souls are but their Curates, and ſo were ancicatly cal.c 
and fo ſtyled ſtil] in our Liturgy, Sexd down upor tr Bt 
ſhops and Curates,&c,m the 40, Canon of the Apoſtles, 
Piesbyters and Deacons .arc forbidden to attempr any 
thing without the Bubop ; and the reaton is added, wan 
Domiiit populus 1Þſt commiiſus off, & pro 1 IR2dU1S CAY HE 
hc redditurns eſt rationem The Lords pcople 5 607477 itted 
$3 's 
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#? him, and for their Souls he muſt give an account, This 
2grees with a Canon of St, Pauls, Heb, 13.17, Obey 
them that have the rule over you, for they watch for 4 
Souls as they that muſt givean account, Who are theſe 
Rulers whom the Apoſtle requires us to obey * = tavs- 
x:7w» aty«, he ſpeaks of Biſhops (faith Gecumentus,) Bi- 
ſhops then have the chief cure of Souls, 

Secondly, becauſe they are concerned to ſee the Unity 
of the Church kept, The chief end (faith St, Ferom) of 
Epticopacy, was to obſtru& the diffuſion of Herefte and 
Schiſm, Comment, in Titum, cap. 1. In toto orbe decretum 
eſt, ut unus de Presbyters eletFus ſuperponeretar ceteris, 
ut Schiſmatum ſemina tollerentur : It was decreed in all 
the World, that one being choſen out of the Presbyters 
ſhuuld be (ſer over the reſt, that the ſeeds of Schiſm ſhould 
be taken away, But how can Epiſcopacy be a deletory 
of Schiſm and Hereſte, it the Biſhop have not the chief 
power of regulating the Pulpit, and P—_— forms of 
rrhollome Doctrine , within which all ſhall be obliged to 
contain themſelves 2 without this 'tis impoſsible to pre- 
ſerve either Peace or Truth in any Nation, or Chriſtianity 


it ſelf, which is made up of both theſe, 


1 hi-dly, by the Titles given them in the holy Scri- 
pture,they are called Prophets, not of prediction only, but 
ot ordinary Function, A&s 13, 1. they are called Do- 
ctors, Epheſ. 4.11. they are called Paſtors, Paſtor is the 
ithops Title (ſaith the Scholiaſt) and theretore the Apo- 
ſtle does not diſtinguith them as he di the other, He 
bach given ſome Paſtors, ſome Doctors, but joyns them 
by a & «#Z»y7izer, ſome Paſtors and Doctors , tor cer- 
eain the Title of Paſtor remained pecaliar to Biſhops for 
many hundred years after C hriſt ; inſomuch that the 
moſt Learned Bilhop of Wrncheſter does challenge Moulin 
:oſhew him where ever it was given to a Presbyter, Fo 

ergo 


primarily belongs. 
ergo te revoce, ut apud Cyriſtianos weteres, apud priſca ſe- 
cula, de eerum ſcripts edoceas, adhibert nomen Paſtors, 
ubi de Epiſcopo non loquantur, And it Bihops be the Pro- 
phets, and Paſtors, and Doctors of the Church, to whom 
thould the Otfice of Preaching chiefly and primarily be- 
iong but them * Thepractice of the ancient Church con 
films this. In Juſtin Martyr the T4; ſtood up and 
made the exhortation, z, e.the Biſhop, In the 19, Canon 
of the Coxncil of Laodicea, the ſtyle of the Church ſhews 
this was the Practice of the Church at tha Lime, 474 74; 
cuties i cnrxomor, after the Howiltes of the Biſhops ;, in 
Alexandria Seremon writes, that wires 15s mine; Ehroxinme; 
I11e7xe, the Biſhop alone of the City does teach, St, Chry- 
ſoſtom in 1, ad Tim, cap. 4. ſaith, 74 Tis SiS aoxahas Hiegwous 
yus drape wiye 3v, that the dignity of the Prieſthood and 
teaching was great, referring to the irgwawnn, the Prieſthood 
Timothy was choſen to, and that was the ugh Prieſthood 
of Epilcopacy, Thom, Aquin.ſupplem. 3. par. queſt, 36 
artic, 2, 18 Prim, argum, Calls Preaching opus Epiſcopaliſ- 
ſimum, the moſt Epiſcopal work ; Eſ/t:us upon the Sen- 
rences ſpeaking of Preaching, ſaith, ver um hoc munus prin- 
cipaliter Epiſcopis incumbit, qui proprie ſecundum Apoſto- 
lum, Ephel. 4. 11, in Eccleſga conſtituti (unt Paſtores, & 
Dottores : Sectndario autem Parochts,qut Epiſcoprs in hoc 
[ubſidiariam navant operam, Burt this Othce of Preach: 
ing is primarily incumbent upon the Bthops, who proper 
ly according to the Apoltl: are ordained Paſtors and Do- 
&tors, Secondarily, the Pariuh Prieſts are to be ſubſervi- 
enc tothe Biſhop in this , the Othce of Preaching prims- 
rily belongs to the. Biſhop, a ſubſidiary labour as the Bi- 
ſhops ſubſtitute belongs to the Presbyter, Eſt1us rom, 4, 
lib, 4. cap. 20, 
Bur here there may be a queſtion moved, how the 
Presbyter bath che power of Preoching derived to him, 
whethe: 
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whether ex wi ordins, or ex licentia Epiſcopt , by virtue 
of his order, or from the Biſhops licence, But granting 
that all Presbyters receive a power to preach by their Or- 
ders,as in the Church of England y __ onely in ac7u 
primo, notin attu ſecundo : thongh they have a power 
conterred upon them, yer the exerciſe of that power 15 
reſtrain:d by the Canons till they havea Licence trom 
the Biſhop, I have not met with any thing concerning 
the torms of Ordination uſed in the ancient Church, bur 
I ſuppoſe, howſoever the matter of Ordination and Impo- 
{ition of hands by a Biſhop be an Apoſtolical Tradition , 
yet the form of werds uſed in Ordination is not ſo, but ot 
F.<clefiaſtical inſtitution z whence it comes that moſt 
Churches vary in their forms of Ordination, In the 
Greek Church the torm is diwina gratia, que ſemper in- 
firma ſanat, & que deſunt ſupplet, creat ſeu promovet N, 
venerahilem Diacon"m in Presbyterum, Det amabili[s1mnm 
Presbyterum in Epiſcopum : The divine Grace, which al- 
wayes heales our infirmities, and ſupplies our wants, doth 
create or promote N, the Venerable Subdeacon to be a 
Deacon, the Venerable Deacon to be a Presbyter, the 
Presbyter moſt beloved of God tobe a Biſhop, In the 
Weſtern Church they uſe another form, and in that con- 
ter a double power upon the Presbyter, poteſtatem confi- 
crendi corps Domini, & poteſtatem ligandi & ſolvenai, 
power of Conſecrating the Elements in the Sacrament of 
che Holy Euchariſt, and power of binding and loofing, 
Our Britanick Church (which is a part ot the Weltern) 
hath a torm peculiar to her ſelf, yet very much like the 
old Greek torm mentioned by $, Cle, in his Conſtituti- 
ons, {,8,c,16, wherein the power of Preaching alſo is con- 
{erred upon the Presbyter, And yet I have reaſon enough 
to believe that aftual Preaching (eſpecially- according 
to the common underſtanding of that word gow-a-days) 
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15 not ſo eſſential to the Order of a Presbyter,but that he 
may {©metimes upon good grounds be debarred from ir, 

Firſt, becauſe it a Presbyter be ſuſpended ab of ficto, 
trom his Otfice of Preaching, he remains a Presbyte: 
ſtill : The C harager is indeleble, Nay it a Presbyter be fu- 
ſpencednot only from the Otfice of Preaching, but of 
Conlecrating cr Baptizing, or in any kind Otficiating in 
the Church ; nay, it he be excommunicated, yet his 
Character 1s indeleble, he remains a Presbyter till , 
and whatſoever he doth by vertue of that CharaQer 1s 
valid de fatto, though contra jus, | lis St. Ferom proves 
at large in his Book againſt the Zeciferians, that a Pres- 
byter cannot loſe his Order, And St. Auguſtine in his 
Book de bono conjugalt, cap.24. ſaith exprefly, St fiat or- 
ainatio cleri ad _ congregandam , etiamſi plebis con- 
Tregatlo non ſubſequatur,manet tamen in ordinatts, ordina- 
:ronis ſacramentum: Et ſiob aliquam culpam, quiſptam ab 
of ficio removeatur, Sacramento Domini non carebit: It 
cheir be an Ordination of the Clergy tor the Congregati- 
on ot the people, although they have not a Corgregation 
or a Pariih to attend upon , yet the Sacrament of Ordi- 
nation remaines in them once orcained: And it for ſome 
tault any one be removed from his Office, yet he wants 
not the Sacrament of the Lord, 

Secondly , becauſe I find that the Church in prudence 
anciently did not ſuffer all Picsbyters to Preach, 
but onely ſuch as were eminent: tor their Prudence, 
Gravity, Piety, and Abilities, Presbyters and Deacons, 
(lth Grot1zes in lus Annor, upon S, Lute 10,1,)did not all 
Preach, but they alone, qu1bus docend: popul im poteſt as 
ab Ep1ſcopo fafta eſt, to whom the power ot teaching the 
people was granted by the Biſhop:which Presbycers there- 
tore (heſaith) were called by Eu{ebins mnoircvligs mir 
rus # eErynors i Hor 14y wr, Presbycers entruſted with the 
explication of the word ot Go, 1 hucly, 
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T hirdly, becauſeI ſee in the ancient Church, there 
were Presbyteri Monachi, Presbyters Monks, Presbyters 
in Monaſteries, which had no cure of ſouls; St, Hierome 
in his Epiſtle a4 Dammachium tells us of five Presbyters 
they had in the Monaſtery of Bethlehem, on purpolz 
ro adminiſter the Sacrament to devout people there. 
Such a Presbyter was Saint Hrerome himlelt, who 
preached not of ficro wores, by Sermons, but by writing; 
and did, as many others, quieſcere in monaſterio, 

Laſtly, becaute I know the Church of England hath 
ordained, 2llowed, umployed many Presbyters, who were 
no Preachers, In the beginning of the Retormation ('tis 
well known)we had many Presbyters, that never preach'd 
atall, Within this 50 or 60 years, amongſt ten Presby- 
ters, there was not one Preacher, In our Cathedralls ac 
this dav, there are divers Singing-men Presbyters no 
Preachers ; And Presbyters they muſt be by the rules 
and ftatures of cheir reſpe&tive Churches, wherein they 
ſerve and attend the Quire, 

But if Preaching be not efſentiall to the order of a 
Presbyter, what office, or duty is incumbent on him, in 
caſe he be nor qualified, or licenſedo preach - 

Gulielmus Lunicenſis in his book betore alledged, enu- 
merates divers branches of the Presbyters othce beſides 
Preaching, Preeſſe, ſubeſſe, orare,offerre, baptzare, b8- 
nedicere, reconciliare, communicare animas Deo commen- 
aaxe, corpora ſepelire, Ttis his otfice to be ſubordinate 
to the Bithop, and to obey him from the heart in all things 
Iawtul : Ir is his office to govern his flocks, to know the 
ſtate ct them, and to direct them in their repentance ; It 
is tus othce ro pray tor the people , Ir 1s his of fice to bleſs 
people :n marriage ; Iris fie othce to reconcile men zx 
articulo mortis ; It is his office to communicate all the 
faithful ; lteis his office co commend the Souls of the 
faithty 
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faithfull going ont of their bodies to God by prayer, Ir 
is his office to bury the bodies of Chriſtian people. So 
there are you ſee many offices of a Presbyter beſides 
preaching z and thoſe not deſpicable, but honourable, 
and ſutficient to take a great part of a mans time in great- 
er Pariſhes, And yer preaching is incumbent on him by 
the Canons of our own, and the ancient Church alſo; bur 
ſtill with this proviſo, that it be cum licentia Epiſcopt ; 
And by vertue of that, a Deacon (as in the Church of 
England) may preach as well as a Presbyter, For cer- 
tain 0r:gen did, bebore he was a Presbyter, Origenes li- 
cet nondum Presbyterii gradu poſitus, ab Epiſcopis, qui 


. tbjerant, non ad diſÞutandum ſolum, ſed etiam ad Scriptu- 


ras explicandas magnopere in eccleſiaſtico conſeſſu rogatus 
eſt. Enſeb.lib.6, cap.13. Origen though he had not yet at- 
rained the degree of a Presbyter, yet he was earneſtly in- 
treated by the Biſhops who were there preſent, nor onel 
co diſpute, but to explain the Scriptures ina Church-aſ- 
ſembly, 

Well chen, having advanced ſo far, though with much 
weakneſſe, yer 1 hope with ſome evidence of truth, 
That primarily Preaching belongs to a Biſhop, and bur 
ſecondarily to the Presbyter ex licentia Epiſcopi, There 
is one difficulty behind co remove, betore 1 leave this part 
of ny undertaking ; concerning the non-preaching of 
Biſhops. For it they be properly the Doctors and Pa- 
ſtors of the Church, it ſeems altogether inexcuſable, 
that they preach not at all, or very ſeldome, To 
this I offer three things to be ſeriouſly conſidered, 

Firſt, that if they be hindred by S1cknetle, old age, or 
ſome other natural or even accidental detects, that I . .up- 
poſe will be cafily |conteſt a ſutficient realon tov ©+..;c 
chem trom it, 


Secondly, If they ſhall be encumbred wich mulcipliciry 
F ot 
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of buſineſſe in the Government of the Church (as ſurely 
ſince the encreaſe of Chriſtians, and the enlarging of 
Pariſhes c:nd Dioceſes, they find daily more than 
enough,) that alſo cannot but be allowed to be a moſt 
juſt and reaſonable excuſe, Elſe why doth St, Paul make 
+»8:erir4s Governments an office in the Church 2 An 
office which all muſt grant is of as great uſe, as any in 
the Church of God, and which the ſame Apoſtle ap- 
propriates to a Biſhop, 1 Tim. 3, 5, T6; uvandias 348 
enuirilu , how ſhall he take care of the C hurch of 
God? To take care of the Church of God is E\- 
ſential to that ſuperiour order, as the very name im- 
orts. 

| Thirdly, ſuppoſing there be no ſuch Impediment, yet 
if they ſend others as their C urates to inſtruct Chriſtian 
people in all things neceſſary for Salvation, they Preach 
by their Proxies, as the Apoſtles Preached, when they 
came not themfelves, by the Evangeliſt, Yalerivs Bi- 
thop of Hippo being a Greek born, and not skilled- in the 
language ot the Af1#cans, could not Preach to the people 
himſelt, but imployed St. Auguſtine, being then but a 
Presbyter,to Pre*ch in his fead ; And that was then cox- 
tra morem Eccleſia fora Presbyter to Preach in the pre- 
ſence of a Biſhop ; And yet Yaleri#s was an excellenc 
good Biſhop, Poſsidon.in vit, Auguſt, 

Fourthly, that if they write Contutations of Errours, 
or Comments upon the Scripture, or Directions of holy 
Lite, as Epiſtles to their people,tor the admonition of 
them in their duty, they Pxeach by ſo doing, Many of 
the Primitive Bilhops, becauſe they could not through 
diſtance of place inſtruc their people viva voce, did it per 
Epiſtol as Encyclicas, Citcular or orbicular Epiltles , of chis 
ſort were the Epiſtles of Clemens Romanus, St, Ionatius, 
St, Cyprian, in whom are trequent Epiſtles to be tound 
'0 
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to the Clergy and people of his Dioceſe : And of this ſort 
were the Epiſtles of >, Paul, and the Catholick Epiſtles 
of St, Peter, St, Fames, St, Fohn, and St, Fude, Burit 
none of theſe be (aristactory, take tor a full and final an- 
ſwer the Apology of Gregory Nazianzena Learned and 
holy biſhop, who being taxed by Keler {tus the Governour, 
for his ſilence and retiredne(s ; In an Epiſtle cold him this 
Parable, 

The Swallows upon a time derided and (coffed at the 
Swans, becauſe they did flie the converſe of men, and 
betook themſelves to Lakes, Rivers, and Deſert pla- 
ces; were ſuch enemies tro Mufick, that they ſung bur 
little ; and when they did, they ſung to themſelves alone, 
and no body heard them, as it they were aſhamed of their 
Melody : whereas they the Swallows affeted the com- 
pany of men, and lived about Houſes and Cities, and ſung 
continually, The Swans at firſt would not vouchſafe to 
anſwer ; but when they did, chey thus excuſed themſelves, 
It any come when we lift up our wings tothe Weſt, and 
warble out out hemmenicarMiigice , they may perceive, 
though we do not fing —_ our Mulick 1s artificial : 
But you make ſuch continual chattering, that you are 
grievous to them that hear you; you enter into mens 
Houſes and moleſt them with your daily obſtreperoul- 
ne(s; and this is the cauſe why you ditlike us, becauſe 
your ſelves are- over-garrulous, Thou underſtandeſt 
what I mean,as Pindarss \aich, thou mayeſt find my fi- 
lence better than thy garrulity, For Concluſion,Ile tell 
thee a Proverb very (hort,bur true, 7674 acorrar xy trer bras 
K0AGLOI ICLLIUCLLLA then the Swans jhall fing when the Fack- 
dawes hold their peace, wid.Gree. Naz, Epiſt. prima ad Ke- 
leuſium Preſ1dem. 

By this time the Judicious Reader may eafily per- 
ceive how many things in His Majeſties Directions con- 
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cerning the Perſon employed in Preaching, are taken out 
ot the Archives of the Church, and derived from Venera- 
ble Antiquity, as 

Firſt, that actual Preaching by forming Diſcourſes of 
their own upon the Scriptures was not anciently the work 
of every P.:eſt, being not ſimply neceſſary to their order, 

SeEconcly, that Preaching was reſtrained to the choicelt 
perſons tor Gravity, Prudence, and Learning, 

Thirdly, that no Prieſt might Preach without a Li- 
cence, 

Fourthly, that none can juſtly give a Licence to a 
Prieſt ro qualifie him tor Preaching, but the Arch 
biſhop or Biſhop, they being the ſole Paſtors of the 
Church, 
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E hivm third part of my —_— is to ſhew the pru- 
dent managery of this Preaching in the ancienr 
Church; And this thing if it were accurately done 
might ſerveas a pattern upon the Mount for us all to 
conform unto, 'Tisarule in Mecaphylicks, that primum 
in unoquoq;, genere eſt regula ſequentium ;, the firſt and 
beſt ot every kind is the rule of all that tollows, Now 
the Fachers of the Church were the firſt and beſt Prea- 
chers for their Learning, for cheir Integrity, for their Free- 
dom from ſecular Intereſts, tortheir Wiſdom and Zele in 
ſaving Souls, as appears by the happy ſucceſs of their la- 
bours in bringing ſo many Heathens to. Chriſtianity, ſo 
many” Chriſtians ro Mortification and contempr of the 
W-arld, and Martyrdom .it{elt, But to give a pertect 
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account of their practice (I confeſs requires a man better 
verſed in Antiquity than my ſelf, who through want of 
time, books and other encouragements have been kept 
from thoſe flights which others have made into the 
lotty Regions of Antiquity z where the great Lights of 
the Church, the Stars ot the firſt Magnitude, moved and 
ſhined : yer ſo:ne fer beams of their prudence I have ob- 
ſerved, which may ſerve to thew His Mjecſties late Di- 
re&tions 1a their genuine Colours, and render them more 
I!luſtrious, 

And one act of prudence in them obſervable, was a 
caretul and wiſe proviſion, that Sermons thould not perk 
upinto the Tribunal with the Word, and fit in the {ame 


Thronewith ic, To preſerve the Authority of the word 


of God entire and inviolate, they diſtinguithed bertwixt 
the word of God and Sermons, They did nor call their 
Sermens the word ot God, as now, but uſed terms of d:- 
minution to denominate them by ; as Homihes, Allocu- 
tions, Di(putations, moſtly they were called Tradatus by 
the Latine Fathers. Thus Poſs:donins in the lite of 
St, Auenſtine calls all his Sermons Tradtatus, Treatiles ; 
And thus St, Awgvſtine calls his own Sermons upon the 
Goſpel and Epiſtles of St, Fohn, Traftatus : And as they 
called their Sermons Tra&atus, fo they called the Prea- 
chers Tradatores, infomuch that St, Ferome who Preach- 
ed not of ficzo vocts, ſeems to reckon himſelt amongſt the 
Tractators, Non ſum tante felicitatis, quante pleriq; 
hujus temports Trattatores, lam not of ſo much dexterity 
as moſt TraRators of theſe times are, It 1s very certain, 
that as they oppoſed theſe Tractators in reſpect of their 
Authority to the Pen-men of holy Writ, fo they 
did their Sermons and Writings to the holy Scripturs, 
which they eſteemed as the infallible dictate ot the holy 
Spirit 5 but the Sermons of the wiſeſt Tractators tallible 
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and obnoxious to errour ; And therefore when $, Perome 
was taxed tor reading of Origen an Heterodox Author, 
he excuſeth himſelt, that he read him as he did other 
Tractators obnoxious to errour, Epiſtola 75, adverſus 
Vigilant, | 

A ſecond a& of Prudence 2s I take it was this, that 
they kept the Pulpit trom quarrelling wich the Desk. 
Their Sermons did not intertere-or clath with their Litur- 
gy ; though Preaching was frequent and had its due 
place and eſteem, yet it was not ſo magnified as the Litur- 
gy was laid aſide, or curtailed to make way for a Sermon, 
There was no antipathy then betwixt Sermons and 
Common Prayers, they did not then walk as Antipodes, 
contrary one to another, nor were they as contrantes, 
oIdgrina FS aaxrinor, deſtruttive one to antther,but did afford 
one another their mutual help, and walk in the Houſe of 
God as Friends, as may be demonſtrated diverſe wayes, 

Fuſt, by the conſtant imployment of other Otffcers 
in Gods publick ſervice beſides Tractators; Namely 
Deacons, Pſalmiſts, Le&ors, The Preacher did nor begin 
till the Reader had done, *Tis obſerved in Fuſtin Mar- 
tyr, Apol, 2 Gra nevus erty ior, when the Rega- 
der had done, the Preacher made the Exhortation, 

Secondly, by the time when the Sermons came in, 
which was poſt recitationem Evangelii,atter the rehearſal 
ot the Goltpel ; whence in after-times Sermons were 
called Poſtills (I conjecture) quaſi poſt ille, becauſe they 
were after the Epiſtles and Goſpels, 

Thirdly, by the ſolemn ſervice atter the Sermon every 
Lords-day, There were ever two parts of the Liturgy, 
the firſt and ſecond ſervice: The ſecond ſervice conliſt- 
ed of the Venerable Myſtery of Chriſts Body and Bloud, 
and the Supplications, Interpellations, Thank(givings 
wherewith it was Celebrated, which were ſtanding torms, 
and 
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and ſome of them derived from the Apoſtles, as ſur (uns 
corda, equum & bonum, ec, And if this Seryice did con- 
ſtantly tollow the Homily, then the Sermon did not 
ſhoulder our the Licurgy, nor the Liturgy the Ser- 
mon, 
Fourthly, by the ſingular reſpe& the moſt famous 
Pulpit-men had tor Liturgy in general, Not to [peak of 
Se, Fames an Apoſtolical Preacher,who compiled a Litur- 
gy,as the Council of Trulio acknowledged long ago, and 
the Greek Church to this very day, It is well known 
that St, Baſil and St,Chryſoſtom wece two incomparable 
Preachers in their times, and yer both lovers and compilers 
of Liturgies,. *I1s recorded by Proclus, Patriark of 
Conſtantinople, that St, Baſil anil St, Chryſoſtom tinding 
men through flothtulnels an4 protanenel$ begin to nau- 
ſeate the length ot the holy Licurgies compoled by St. 
Fames and St, Clemens two Apoſtolical men ; they con- 
eracted cheir Liturgies and made them thorter, that pec - 
ple might not through the ſubriley ot Satan apoſtatize 
trom the Divine and Apoſtolical 1 radition of Liturgy 
Biblroth, Pat, tom,4.pag.15, 16, Now let the impartial 
Reader recollect all theſe Arguments, and judge whether 
in the opinion and practice of the ancient Church , the 
Sermon did quarrel with the Liturgy and caſt it out of 
the Church 2 And whether His Sacred Majeſty had not 
juſt cauſe to take care in His Directions that they ſhould 
tairly correſpond and agree rogether, and for that pur- 
poſe to enjoyn the ule of one atwell as the other 2 

A third act of Prudence in the ancient Church, was 
the confining of themſelves and the Preachers to the oc- 
caſion of their meeting, It it were a Feſtival, to the com- 
mendation of that Saint, in whole Memory the day 
was obſerved, It it werea greater Celebrity, the Nati- 


vity, Epiphany, Paſsivn, or Relurrectian of Chrilt , 
alwayes 
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alwayes they handled ſomething fic to explain the Myſte- 
ry : Ifit were not upon ſuch a Feſtival day, they kept 
themſelves to the Leſſon read for the day, This Fuſtzn 
Martyr ſeems to intimate in the torementioned place, 
W hcr the Reader hath done (ſaith he) the Tees, 7, e, 
the Bilhop in a Speech inſtructs and exhorts the people to 
the imitation of ſuch Excellent things, Tis  xaady marwy, 
theſe good things ſignanter rehearſed in the Leſſons, Thar 
this was the manner of after-ages, optatus ſignifies in 
his writings againſt the Donatiſts ; it was the manner of 
the Donatiſts (ſaith he) and of Parmentarn by name, when 
chey had begun to Preach upon the Leſſons for the day, 
10 fall from a due explication of chem to the railing upon 
the Orthodox, Nullus veſtrum, qui non aliud initict, 
aliud explictt. Ledtiones dominicas incipits, & trattatus 
wveſtros ad noſtras injurias explicats, It the Authority of 
Optatus be not ſuthcient, we have St, Auguflines own 
practice recorded by himſelf to ſecond ict , who in his 
Sermons de verbis Domini, does not only handle the Go- 
ſpels read,bur refers to them as the ſubject he was obliged 
to treat on, Audivimus Evangelium & it eo, &c, 
Serm, 1, Sandtt Evangeli capitulum, quod modo cum lege- 
retur audivimus, valde me vexavit, Serm. 4,De leftione 
Santti Ewvangelit hortatus eſt nos Diminus, Serm, 5, 
Happily the Goſpels read then, were not the ſame with 
ours read now in our ſecond Service betore the Commu- 
nion. *Tis certain that the uſe ot Dominic 1s, Epiſtles 
ans Goſpels tor the day was very ancient, Walafridus 
Strabo will have them as ancient as St, Ferom, cap. 22, 
and not without ſome ground, for St, Ferom bimfelt 
does make mention of them in his Book againſt Y;9!/ap- 
tins: Per totas orientts Eccleſias, quando legendum «ſt 
Evangelium accenduntur Iumizaria,jam ſole rutilante,noi 
utiq; ad fugandas tenebras, ſed ad ſignum lititie demon- 
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firandum, In all the Churches of the Eaſt, when the 
Goſpel is read, Candles are lighted ; not to drive away 
darkneſs, but by tis (1gn to teſtifie our joy, By this "tis 
evident, that in S, Hieroms time ſome Goſpel was read, 
and 'tis probable ſome Goſpel in the ſecond Service at the 
Altar, becaule there Candles were lighted and uſed. 
Rabanus Maurns goes higher, and ſaith, they obtained 
trom the beginning, Sed enim initio mos 1ſte cantand:! non 
erat qu: nunc in Eccleſia ante [acrificium celebratur, ſed 
Epiſtole Paul! recttabaxntir, & ſanitum Evangelium , lib,t, 
cap. 33, de Inſtitut, Cleric, But that manner of ſinging 
which 1s now uſed betore the celebration of the Euchariſt 
was not from the, beginning, yer the Epiſtles of S. Paul 
and the Goſpel wereread, | he uſe of thoſe Dominicals 
was very ancient no queſtion, *and fo was the Preaching 
upon them ; and it wete a happy thing it Preachers, as 
anciently, were (ti]| confined unto them, 

Firſt, tro hold corre[pondency with the ancient Ca- 
tholik Church, whole example layes a moral obligation 
vpon us of 1umitution in things lawtul and laudable re ag- 
de xpgloire 

2, To hold Conformity with ſome eminent retormed 
Churches, The Lutherans retain the cuſtom ot Preach- 
ng upon the Dominicals, 

3. io prevent wild Vagaries an Excurſions when 
men are let to themticlves, 

4, Toacquaint the people with thoſe parts of Scri- 
pture, and the meaning of them, which moſt concern 
their ſalvation, For ſuch {1ngular wiſdoin 15 uted in the 
Epiſtles and Gotpels tor the day ; tht as the Golpel lays 
betore them the myſte:.cs of our Redeniprion, lo the 
Epiſtles all the R ules of holy Iite, [lie Goipel is a Re- 
cord of the Lite and Death of cur b!effed Saviour , tic 
Epiſtles are Inſtructions for the eificat.on of the Vluich 
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in pions and Chriſtian Converſation, - The _ repre- 
ſents unto us the prime Principles. and Foundations of 
C hriſtizniry , the Epiſtles contain Snperſtructures upon 
the Foundation, And it thoſe were duly and faithfully 
explained to the People, the knowledge of them were 
ſutfcient to guide them in the way to Lite Eternal, and 
would prevent an horrible abuſe of the Scriptures by peo- 
ples petulancy in meddling with Obſcure, Propherical, 
Apocalyprical parts of Scripture, which they underftand 
not, and for want of underſtanding wreſt to cheir own de- 
ſtruction, 

A tourth A of Prudence it was in the ancient Church, 
That in order to thepreſervation of Peace and Piety they 
would not ſuffer all men that were licenſed to preach our 
of their own ſtock and abilities, but required them to 
preach ex theſauro Eccleſie, our of the treaſures of the 
Church, All men that did preach, did not undertake it 
of their own ſtore, of their own judgment and invention, 
making and compoſing Sermons as they pleaſed , bur 
they borrowed out of the treaſures of the Church, and 
read the Homilies of the Fathers, Thus it was ordered in 
the Council of Yaſe, can. 4, Power being granted to the 
Presbyters to preach in every City , incaſe they were 
hindered by any infirmity, the Deacons were enjoyned 
toread the Homilies of the Fathers, Santorum Patrum 
Homilie recitentur, And the reaſon follows, $; enim 
digni ſunt Diacont que Chriſt us in Evangeliolocutus eſt le- 
gerc, quare indignt judicentur ſanttorum Patrum expoſiti- 
ones publice recitare £ It the Deacons be worthy to read 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, why ſhould they be thonght unwor- 
thy to rehearſe publickly the Expoſitions of the Fathers £ 
And this gives us ſome ground of conjecture, that the 


\ Presbyters read Homilies of the Fathers too ; tor certain- 


iy not onely Deacons and Presbyters, but even Biſhops 
them- 
Fo 
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chemſelves did ſo, Gennadins in his book de i/[nftribus 
Eccleſia ſcriptoribus teſtifieth, that Cyril Bilhop of Alex- 
ardria had written Homilies , which many bithops of 
Greece u edaite, wards: Cyrillus (tLaith he) Alexandrine 
Eccleſie Epiſcopus Homiltas compoſuit plurim.ss; que ad 
declamandum a Grers Fp1ſcopts memorie commendanitur ; 
E4P.37. SIX! 16s Senenſ, lib, 4. Pag.,232, Cyril buhop ot 
Al-xandria compoted many Homilies, which the Greek 
Biſhops getting by heart preached unto the People, This 
may haply ſeem a diſhonourable thing to ſome men to be 
thus limited ; but it it may tend to the peace of the 
Church, it ought not to be grievous, How requiſite 
ſome ſuch Order is in this Church, where ſo many are 
unployed in Preaching, who through tation do xammu{s, 
make merchandiſe ot the Word of God, or through 
want of Learning turn Plagiaries, and do w4vere ex rapto, 
preach Sermons in Print, and ottentimes according to 
their prepoſleſsions take the worſt, and leave the beſt ; is 
ealte to diſcern: For had they not better be appointed 
where they ſhould borrow ſtuff tor their weekly tasks, be 
limiced and confined to the Homilies ot the Church, and 
the Fathers of the Church , than be ſuffered to rake into 
the kennels of Faction and Schiſm, out of which they firſt 
ſuck poiſon themſelves, and then propine it to their 
hearers * 

A fitth AR of Prudence in the ancient Church was, 
A wiſe Accommodation ot themſclves to the capacity of 
their hearers, avoiding in their Sermons the diſcuſs1on ot 
({ublime and ſubtil Queſtions, which conduced not to the 
Edification of their Auditory : They generally diſtinguith- 
_ ed betwixr m7e inzoen and Te 43jnle, things to be publiſhed 
and things to be kept ſecret : they did not think it meer 
to publiſh all che myſteries of Chriſtianity ro them who 
were not 1ntiati, Initiate in the ichool ot Chrilt, as 
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Heathens, &c, Neither did they judge it expedient to 
handle high and ditficu!t Queſtions before che unskiltul 
Multitude, though 71n:tiatr, Initiate in the ſchool of 
Chriſt , buc condelcended in their Sermons to the under- 
ſtanding of the Vulgar, From hence it was that they called 
their Sermons Homilies : An Homily is a tamiltar Sermon 
or Speech, accommodated to the (enſe and underſtand- 
ing of the Vulgar, It isa memorable and grave ſen- 
tence of the Emperour Conſtanitze, recorded by Euſe- 
birs, lib. 2, de vita Conſtant, cap,67, Such Queſtions as 
no C.:non or Law of the C hurch hath preſcribed, bur are 
the products of diflolute Idleneſs, though they may ſerve 
to exerciſe the ſharpneſs of the wit, we areto lock upin 
the cloſer oft our Breaſts, and neither raſhly broach them 
in the Conyentions ot the People, nor inconfiderately 
commit them to the ears ot the People, For what man 
is there amon2ſt many that can accurately underſtand 
them, or worthily explane the meaning of ſuch Myſteries 
involved in ſo. much obſcurity « And it any man be fo 
conce:ted of himſelt, as he thinks he can doit ; who are 
they amongſt the People that can underſtand them £ Or 
whois he at length whocan medcle inthe indagation of 
ſuch cartious Queſtions without danger of Lapfing 2 
W heretore Loquacity in ſuch things 15 to be reſtrained, 
leſt that we either though imbecillityot wit fail of the true 
explication of them, or the hearers through the tardity of 
un:erſtanding come thort of a right apprehenſion of them, 
and ſo fall into a ueceſsity or blaſpheming, or diſſention 
among themſelves, So tar the Emperour, And that 
Rule of Prudence he commends, was caretully obſerved 
by the Ancients in their popular Sermons, Gregory 
Nyſſen writes of his Father 3a//l, inthe beginning of his 
Hexameren, that he did not YVerborum contentiones aucu- 
part, nec facile ſeſe queſltonibus implicabat, ſed ſimplict 
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werborum expoſitione audientium ſimplicitati ſic orationem 
ſuam accommodabat, ut variam tamen extern philoſophie 
dottrinam redolens peritioribus etiam ſatisfaceret : Latin, 
edit, pag.,284, excuſ, anno1562, The ſumine whereof 1s 
this, | hat he did not ſeek after contentions ot words.nor 
lightly involve himfelt in hard Queſtions, but by a fimple 
expolition of the 1 ext applied hiniſelf to the capacity ot 
the hearers, Metaphraſtes writes of S, Chryſoſtom, that 
haying once ſoared alott ina Sermon above the reach of 
his hearers, a certain woman met him, and reprehended 
him openly tor his unprofitable Sermon, which being 
above her underſtanding, ſhe had not gained that by ir ſhe 
expected at her coming : W hereupon chat holy Father 
atterwards deſcended trom that ſublimity ot matter to 
ſuch (mplicity and plainneſs in che courte of his Preach- 
ing, as he might be underſtood of all that heard him ; 
porn 5 To SiSaoroniga nu, Tn i) ana irons} 9/24 0 Tanirey, 
Savil. pag.383,384, Herelolved to apply himſelt to the 
inſtruction and cate of the weak, S, Auguſtine in his 11. 
Sermon de verbis Domini, treating of the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, (aith, Semper 1 Sermonibus quos ad populum 
habut, huj us quefttonss aifficultatem moleſt: 4amqg; witaw - 
Always in mySermons which I had ro the "on (þ avoid- 
ed that dithcult queſtion, And in 157, Epiſt. ad Opta- 
tum, touching upon that nice queſtion, Whether the Souls 
were traduced by generation, or tifnſed by creation ? be 
writes, 1 tam mult is opuſculs mes, nunquam me fiul(ſe aw 
ſum de has queſtione definitam proferre ſententiam ; In (0 
many Works ot mine, I never dur(t publih my Opinion 1n 
that point, Thus tor the matter of his Doctrine, this 
Father was careful it ſhould not conſiſt ot « uriolities-; 


and ſo he was tor the manner of his Style, whence he had. 


that as a Proverb 1n his mouth, Malo ut we reprehendant 
Grammatics, quam non intellizant populi : Slxtus Senenf, 


lib.4, 205, It 
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If any ſhall obje&t, That S, Auguſtize notwithſtanding 
this in his books de bono perſeverantie does contend ear- 
neſtly tor the preaching ot Predeſtination, a protound, in- 
ericate, and abſtruſe poine of Divinity, 

That this may ſeem no diminution to the prudence 
of the ancients, I return three things by way of an- 
{wer, 

Firſt, That he does it with ſome limitation, where 
the Auditory were capable otic, He would not have it 
preach'd promiſcuoutly to all, Drcatur ergo verum,max- 
ime ubialiqua queſtio ut dicatuy impellit, et captunt que 
poſſunt, Facile eſt enim, imo ſtabile, ut taceatur aliquod 
verum propter incapaces, Nam utile eſt 1U[ud domini, 1d- 
huc multa habeo vobis dicere, ſed non poteſts iſta portare 
modo ; et illud Apoſioli, Non potui wobrs loqui, quaſs ſpirt- 
talibus, ſed quaſi carnalibus, Let truth be ſpoken, when 
neceſsity requires it, and men are able to receive it, Itis 
obvious that, and certain, that ſome truth is to be con- 
cealed tor the incapacity of the hearers, For that is pro- 
fitable, which our Lord and Saviour ſaith, 7 have ma- 
ny things to ſay unto you, but you cannot bear them now : 
And that of the Apoltle, I could not ſpeak unto you 
as unto Spiritual, but as unto Carnal, even 4s unto Babes 
in Chriſt, 

Secondly, That St, Anguſtine's defign was not to 
have the ſpeculative part ot redeſtination preach'd, or 
that abyſs of Gods counſell dived into ; but to have the 
effect ot that decree, as he had conceived on't, maintained 
in Sermons z namely Free grace ; that grace was not given 
ſecundum merita, For we mult know, that St, Auſtin 
was ſingular in uſing that weapon of Predeſtination againſt 
che Pelagians tor the detence of Grace, He defined 
Predeſtination to be a preparation ot Grace, and Grace to 
be an effect of Predeſtination ; and thereupon opin'd, 


that 
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that they mutually inferr'd one another, and that where- 
ſever Free grace was preach'd, Predeſtination was preach'd 
alſo, This is evident by an ocular demonſtration in that 
book of the Fathers : for he avoucheth confidently, 
T hat St, Cyprian preach'd Predeſtination in thoſe words, 
11 nullo glortandum eſt, quando noſtrum wihil eſt. We muſt 
glory in nothing, becauſe nothing 1s ours, Hi Cypriant 
wverbis proculdubio predeſtinatto pred catur, In thote 
words (taith che Father) oft Cyprian, without all doube 
Predeſtination was preach'd ; by this 1: ſhuald ſeem, that 
S. Auguſtine onely intended the preaching of Free grace, 
Buj whatſoever his intention was, and how innocent ſo- 
ever his meaning, yer, 

Thirdly, I anſwer, That this was apprehended in S, Au- 
©uſtine 3s agreat Novelty, not onely by the Maſsilians, 
who ceaſed not to clamour againſt him tor it ; bur by 
them alſo who were as great Aflertors ot all kinds ot 
Grace in oppoſition co the Pelagians, as he himtelt, For 
thus faith Hillary, The Orthodox complain, what ne- 
ceſSity was there huju(modl ai (putationis incerto, tot minus 
intelligentium corda turbari ? ec, 1 hat the minds ot to 
many Chriſtian people thould be troubled with this doubt - 
tul diſpucation, The Catholick Faith hath been detended 
ſo many years, by ſo many T ractators,- by ſo many books 
of yours and others, as well againſt other Hereticks as 
againſt the Pelagians, without this Definition, And Proſper 
in an Epiſtle to S, Avg«ſt/ne complained, that the Maſs/{;- 
ans charged this Doctrine of Predeſtination with contra- 
riety to the Doctrine of the Fathers betore, anc! che (enſe 
ef the Church, And again, ob(tinationem ſuam lt *tuſtate 
defendunt, they detend their obſtinacy ” Antiquity, For 
certain he himſelf was ſo puzzled with this Ojettion 
concerning the Novelty of S, Ag«ſtizes Doctrine, that 


be begs the favour of a pertinent Queſtion, Illud qualiter 


dil: 
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diluatur, queſummus patienter inſipientiam noftram ferends 
demonſtres, *Tis certain, though S, Auguſtine was a 
moſt renowned Champion of the Church at that time in 
the propugnation of Grace, and hisDoctrine tn the defence 
of Grace againſt the Pelagians was generally owned, ap- 
proved of, authorized as Orthodox ; yet that way of 
maintaining, by the new Topick of Predeſtination, was 
not eſteemed of all hands either neceſſary or ſate, but look- 
ed upon as Adaitamentum Augnſtinianum, and an inter- 
current queſtion, Happy was the Chriſtian World when 
the Pulpic was delivered from the perplexities of that Do- 
Erine, and ſo it remained for the ſpace of three or tour 
hundred years, till Gotteſchalk, an irregular Monk in 
France, out of his Hypocondriack Zele fell a preaching ir 
amain, and thereby raiſed a new violent ſtorm in the 
Church, which tor the ſpace of eleven years miſerably 
toſſed, rent and ſhaked the Ark of Chriſts Church, even 
to the danger of ſhipwreck, Gotteſchalk himſelt eſcaped 
not the fury of the Tempeſt, tor by two Synods he was 
condemned, one at Mextz, another at Rhewes ; and when 
in the laſt he malapercly behaved himſelt towards the Bi- 
ſhops there, he was ordered to be ogy 62 and, leſt he 
ſhould draw away Diſciples after him, he was committed 
co priſon, But KRemigire Bilhop of Lyons, moved with 
commiſeration towards this miſerable Monk, called ano- 
ther Synod at YValentiain France, wherein as Gotteſchalk 
found ſome tavour, ſo by a Chriſttan moceration and a 
wiſe accommodation of things, the heats were allayed , 
yet in the explication of the firſt Canon they do acknow- 
[:dge, that the queſtions of Preſcience and Predeſtination 
were tuch, as thereby the mind's of C. hriſtian people were 
(candalized , and theretore ordered, that tor the tuture 
men ſhould preach c.x materne Eccleſia wiſceribus, Thus 
ended the tragedy of Gotteſchalk, 

Bur 


How it was managed m the ancient Church. 


'But as Euphorbus was born again in Pythavoras, and as 
the mind of Fovinian was revived in YVigilantivs, 1CCOr- 
ding to S. Ferom ; ſo was the ſpirit of Gotteſchalk revived 
in Luther, who in the heat of oppoſition maintained not 
onely that Predeſtination was to be preached, but Prede- 
eermination alſo, that all things came by neceſSity, Eraſ- 
mus, a perſon ci incomparable learning and moderation, 
applied an Expedient to the growing of this Evil ; bur 
Luther as a phrenetick Patient chrew away the phyſick, 
and fleiy upon the face of the Doctor that preſcribed it : 
and yet afterwards in cool bloud conſidering the ſcandal 
mak be taken at the abſurdity of this Do&rine, he re- 
tracts, leaves an Antidote upon record againſt the poiſon 
ot it, 7n enarrat, ad cap,26, Gen, Hec ſtudzose & accurate 
monere & tradere volur, &c, Theſe things I defired pur- 
poſely to give warning of, becauſe after my death many 
may bring forth my books, and from thence confirm alt 
manner of Errours and Madneſs : I did write indeed 
amongſt other things, Thar all things were abſolute and 
neceſlary ; but I added withall, That God was to be look- 
ed upon as he had revealed himſelt in his Word : Yos er- 
go qui nunc me audiſtis, memineritis me hoc docuiſſe, non 
eſſe inquireudum de Dei abſconditi Predeſtinatione; You 
theretore which now hear me, I pray remember that I 
caught this, That we ought not to ſearch into the Pre- 
deſtination of God, | 

But howſoever Luther taultred in the matter, yet Z.- 
6hy will ſtand to his cackling, and he undertakes to main- 
tain, AMiſcell, de predeſtin, Sanftorum cap, 5, hat the 
Preaching of Predeſtination was nor onely lawtul 2nd pro- 
ficablez but neceſſary, But thank God he begins with a 
200d Caution ; Though Predeſtination is to be preacl!'d 
(Faith he) yet Sobrre &* prudenter, juxts ea que de hic re 
In ScCriptura revelata ſunt ; hoc eſt, ſ[ermone Ha attcnpe- 
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rato, utneq. al licentiam neq; ad deſperationem adducat, 


ſed ad «dificationem {acrat : obey and prudently, accor- 


ding to what is revealed in the Scripture, z, e, in ſuch a 
manner as may neither lead men to licentiouſne(s nor de- 
ſperation, but promote their Edification, Strict Terms, 
and hard to be pertormed by men of all Perſuaſions, it nor 
impoſkible: yet in the Demonſtration he is more caute- 
lous {t.1l , for there explaining what Predeſtination it was 
which was taught in the Goſpel, and ought to be preach- 
ed, he thus deſcribes it z Pracipuapars Evangelii eft do- 
ttrina de incommutabilt eleftione eorum , qui credunt in 
Chyriſtum ad vitam eternam , & &4terna & incommutabilt 
reprobatione corum, qui nunquam in Chriſto vere credunt : 
The principal part of the Goſpel is the Doctrine of che 
immutable Election of them who believe in Chriſt to lite 
ereinal, and the eternal and immutable R eprobation of 
them who never believe truly in Chriſt, Whatſoever 
the meaning of the Author be in this Argument, yet his 
words are capable of ſuch aſenſe as make tor the preach- 
ing of a Conditional Election and a Conditional Reproba- 
tion : but we muſt bear with Zaxchy at this time, who 
was upon a deſign of calling in Luther and Melanchthon as 
Auxiltaries to help him at a dead lift againſt m—— and 
theretore was torced to ſtate the Queſtion in (uch a lati- 
tude as might admit of them his Parties, though they 
differed as much trom Zanchy in their judgments about 
Predeſtination as Eraſmus himſelf, It Skills not much 
how that learned T heologue diſcharged himſelt of his Un- 
drtaking, nor what he opin'd in the matter, we have 
the judgment of two great Lights uf our Church to con- 
tront him, and balance his Authority in the Reformed 
Churches, one is the learned and reverend Bithop of $4- 
li«bury, Dr. Davenant, who in his Epiſtle ro John Du- 
7/44, COMMENCUNL of ſome ſoveraiga Remedies tor com- 


poling 


How it was manaved im the ancient Charch. 
ſing the difterences betwixt the Lutherans and the 


Calviniſts, one whereot 1s occaſioned by tic diverſity of 


jadgment about Preceſtination, he wiites thus, p. 117, 
A popularibus conctonibus ac wvernaculo ſermone conſcriptus 
trattatibus removeantur ardus omnes, & 12decat(e COoHtre- 
verſie, & habeantur potins inter exercttament4a (choi.uums 
quam al:tmenta animarum, Nullo*eniv incommode [ubtiles 
_ & perplexe controverſia a pulpites abeſſe poſſunt, 
at charitas, que ex taliam queſttonum wventilatione ladi ſo- 
let, abſq; extremo animarum periculo 4 cord/bus Chriſftia- 
norum abeſſe non poteſt, Ludit ills antmus vulgi, non pro- 
fict; & cum luderedeſiermt, hifce controverſiis minime 
intellett ts, pugnare inter ſe inciptunt, & digladiants Let 
all hard and undecided Controverlies be tar removed trom 
popular Sermons and Treatiſes written in the Vulgar 
Tongue, and let chem rather be accounted the Exercita- 
tion of the Schools, than the Food ot Chriſtian Souls, 
For ſubril and perplexed Controverſies may without any 
detriment at all be abſent from the Pulp:t ; bur Charity, 
which is broken by the veacilation ot tuc': Queſtions, can- 
without extreme Canger be wanting to Chriſtian ſouls, 
The minds of the Vulgar are not ecthed by them , they 
do but play and make a ſport ot them, and when they 
have ceaſed to play with them, tor want of a right un.er- 
ſtanding of them, they begin to ſcutfle about thn, and 
qua:rel one with another even to Daggers-drawing, 
1 he other is the late Lord Biſhop of Norwich, Dr, Hall, 
who in his Cleruw' to the Synod of Dore tells them, tha 
there was Duplex Theologia, Scholaſtica & Popularis ;, hec 
teligionss baſin ſpettare widetur, ilateftorii formam O& or - 
namenta reſþicit ;,, hujus coznitio Chriſttanum facit, its 
Diſceptatorem : There is a twotold Divinity, one Scho- 
laſtical, another Popular ; Popular Divin:ry - concerns the 
toundation of Religion , Scholaſtical the ſuperſtructures 
n 2 and 
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and ornaments;the knowledge of Popular Divinity makes 
a, man a Chriſtian, of Scholaſtical a Diſputant, And ha- 
ving atterward tharply ſnibb'd the curioſity and preſump- 
tion of common people for prying into Gods Decrees, 
and diſcourſing of the manner of Predeſtination, he adds, 
Neq; tam plebem incuſo iſthic, quam Doftorcs 1pſos, qu 
hac tam parum tempeſtivve popult auritbus aiuimiſq; 027e((e- 
rint, Imprudenter ſane fattum, ua hec abſtruſiſs1ma my- 
ſteria a ſnogeſtis palam ſonuiſſe, quaſi in 115 ſolis Chriſtiano- 
rum res unicaconſlitiſſet, Neither do I accute the Peo- 
ple ſo much tor this, as the Teachers themſelves, who ſo 
unſeaſonably infuſed thoſe things into the ears and minds 
ot the People, Ir is an high ac of Imprudence certaialy, 
that thoſe moſt abſtruſe Myſteries thould be handle 
openly in the Pulpir, as it the lite and ſoul, the ſubſtance 
ot Chriſtianity conſiſted in them. alone, And a little at- 
terhe ſaith, That there were two things very much in- 
teſted the Batavian Churches, Niminm acumen, & nimia 
prophetand: libertas ; Too much Curioſtty, and too great 
liberty of Propheſying, I with to God the Britannick 
Churches had not cauſe ro complain of theſe evils alſo : 
But it we look upon the preſent face of things, or trace 
our late Contfuſtons to the original, we ſhall ind that Li- 
berry of Propheſying and Dogmarizing about Predeſttna- 
tion hath had no ſmall influence into our miſeries, Juſt 
cauſe then had His Sacred Majelty to ſer bounds to the 
Liberty of Propheſying, and to prohibit the itch of Di- 
{puting or handling thoſe high ſpeculations of Gods De- 
crees in popular Sermons ; trom which, as from a ſource 
or fountain, ſuch waters of Marah, and waters of Meribah, 
of Contenuon, have continually flowed, And moreover, 
:0 confine Preachers to Catechetical Doctrine, more fir 
toedifie men in taich and holy lite z as the manner was in 
tormer times, L£tydwoed tells us in/1b.1, de of picto Arth;- 
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4:4coni, That the Arch-deacon by his office was to ſee, 
that every Presbyter, who had a cure of ſouls, ſhoutd 
. preach to his people the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, 
the Ten Commandments, the Two Comman.iments ot 
Love, and againſt the Seven deadly Sins, &c, And i: 
people would {till content themſelves with Luci lalutary 
Doctrine, and Miniſters would contine themſelves to ſuch 
ſate and profitable Divinity, nov doubt but truth and 
piety would flouriſh, and abundance of peace, fo long as tho 
Moon endureth, 

The fixth and lat act of prudenee I ſhall mention, 
was their conſtant and taichtul preaching of obedience 
to all ſuperiours in Church and State ; whereby they 
kept the people in an admirable tubordination ; gained a 
huge repute to Chriſtianity, and prevailed much upon the 
vainſaying world, For {uperiors in the Church, they 
taught people to be ſubject ro their Prieſts, an bot't 
Prieſt and People to their Biſhop , and that with to much 
zeal and carneſtneſs, that tis wondertul to ſee how Sc, 79- 
natinns (a holy Martyr, and a Father contemporary with 
ſome of the Apoſtles, and one ot thoſe 500 that ſaw 
Chriſt in the fleth atter his refurre&ton) in.his genuine 
Epiſtles does in every page almoſtinculcate this Doctrine 
of peoples Subjettion ro their Deacons, Prieſts, and 
Biſbops. And St, Hierom, who when angred, though 
rouchy, and ſomething unequal to that ſupertour order ; 
ver when pacifick, and undiſturbed, how gravely does he 
Ycnith his Friend Nepo! ax to be tubject to lus Biihop. 
and to receive him as the parent of his toul, iveing what 
Aaron and his Sons were in the tune of the Law, that 
the Biſhop and his Prieſts are in the time ot the 
Goſpel * 

For their ſuperiors in the State, they taught as St, Paus 
and St, Peter, Chriſtian people tobe Subjett to the hither 
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powers for the Lords ſake ; not onely when they were 


Chriſtians, but when they were Heathens, Tyrants, Per- 
ſecutors ot Chriſtians ; And this they did, when Chriſti- 
ans were numerous, and ſtrong enough to have caſt off 
the yoke of obedience, it it had been lawiul, They con- 
demn'd Rebellion, not onely as inconſiſtent with Chrilti- 
anity, but alſo deſtructive to the doctrine of the croſs , 
whereby it came to paſs, that inſtead of raiſing an army 
of Rebels againſt their Emperors, they raiſed an holy army 
of Martyrs, who reſiſted unto bloud ſtriving againſt ſin, 
and by their bloud did ſow the ſeeds of Chriſtianity, and 
conquer'd the Heathen World, Their Dofrines to this 
purpoſe are collected by Hugo Grotius, de jure belli, lib 1, 
cap. 4. Iſhall therefore ſuperſede the trouble of preſenting 
the Reader with thoſe luculent teſtimonies, and onely 
inferr from hence, How much Miniſters are behold 

to His Sacred Majcſty, tor calling them out of their by- 
paths and new wayes, 1nto the good old ways wherein the 
Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical preachers walked , in taking 
all occaſions taithtully ro inſtru Chriſtian people in their 
bounden duty of ſubjection and obedience to their go- 
vernours, ſuperiour, and ſubordinate of all forts, And 
how much cnn; it ſelf owes to his Majeſty for ta- 
king care that no towle ſpots by the Antichriffian Do- 


rines of rebellion, ſhould be caſt upon the face of that 
beautiful Virgin, 


CHAP. 
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CHAM IE 
Wat Innovations have been introduc dmn theje latter 


FIMICS. 


He tourth and laſt part of my undertaking, Is to ex- 

hibic a Scheme of {ome Innovations introduced con- 
cerning preaching, It cannot be denyed, but preaching 
hath arrived to as much perte&tion amongſt us in this 
Church, as in any Church ot Chriſtendome: ſince the 
Knowlegeot arts and tongues have flovriſhed,and artificial 
methocs have been devited, and theſe improved by tre- 
quent practiſe, many have approved themſelves excelent 
preachers. But as time and chance happen to all things : 


ſo they have done to this preaching, By the lovers ot 


novelty and change, ſome acce(s:tons have been made to 
this practiſe, which have much altered the tace, and com- 
plexion of it, And though people diſcern them not 
when once made legitimate by general cuſtom and obfer- 
Vance ; yet ſurely as Tertullian, quod primum Verum, and 
as St, Hierom, ſine iſtis mundus Chriſtianus fuit, The 
world was Chriſtian without theſe tor the ſpace of 1500 
years, and ſo may be ſtill, Ir would be too long to enu- 
merateall the Novelties of this kind, that are iſentibly 
crept in upon us, and infiſt upon ch-m at large, As 
profanas as vorwm novitates, Which St, Paul admoniſherh 
us to avoid ; the affectation of new forms of words, cant- 
ing language, &c, The preaching ſometimes halt a year 
upon a text, nay upon one Doctrine ſometimes. The 
cogging of doctrines ont of a text &@ 75 «v66e, by fleight 
of hand, as Gameſters do their Dice to cheat, and dece: ve 


Theſe and many more might be rehearfed ; But I thall 
onely 
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onely inſiſt upon ſome few, which are more general, and 
of dangerous conſequence, 

And one of theſe, I take to be the uſe of conceiving 
long prayers of our own before Sermon, A thing fs 
novel, that howſoever it be looked upon as an effential 
part of a Sermon, and finds general favour, and patronage 
amongſt the many z yet it is but of yeſterday ; born mto 
the world ſome years ſince the Retormation it ſelf, and 
can ſcarce yet write fourſcore years old, It were happily 
prejudice enough againſt this uſage, rhat in a Church 
where Liturgy 1s eſtabliſh'd for Gods publick worſhip, and 
2 Liturgy ſo well ſtored with Divine and Heavenly Col- 
ledts tor all occaſions neceſſary, theſe Pulpit-conceptions 
are altogerherneedleſs, Burt beſides this, if it be broughe 
to the touch, it will be found a meer novelty, For 
whereas the great Patrons of this Liberty, pretend Go- 
ſpel-antiquity for all they do, here they are ata loſs, and 
can ſhe neither Command nor Example to juſtifie their 
practiſe, There is no Command for it in the Goſpel, nor 
any Example of Chriſt or his Apoſtles: though there be 
many of their Sermons upon Record, yet no mention of 
any praying before them : Nay, which is more, there is 
no Church-antiquity for it neither, I know tis avouch'd 
byſome very learned men, as Ferrarins de ritu concionum, 
Lib. 1, cav, $, Mr, Thorndike in his book of religious al- 
({emblies, cap. 7. pag. 228, That the Fathers begun their 
Homilies with prayers', But what manner of prayers were 
they * Some wota pacis, or benedictions of the _ or 
unplorations of Gods alsiſtance in ſome thort ejaculations, 
Ferrarius exemplifieth in the practile of St, Parl, who 
begun and enced his Epiſtles with ſhort prayers ; And 
moreover teſtifieth, that the Fathers uſed ſuch kind of 
prayers, not onely in the beginning ot their Sermons, bur 
tometimes in the midſt of chem alſo : when they were 

| about 


im theſe later times. 


about to treat of a matter of difficulty, they did in a ſhort 
prayer implore Gods aſsiſtance, as may be ſeen trequently 
in the Homilies of S, Chryſoftom, Ferrar, ltb,1, cap.23. 
Th-1e15a pioyer (tis contels'd) chart S, Ambroſe uſed be- 
fore h's Sermon extant, bur it was a ſhort prayer, a torm 
of pr, <r conſt:nely uſed withoat variation: And there is 
{omething may juſtihe S, Ambroſe in this praftice, which 
extens not toall; he was an A:chbiſhop, and inveſted 
with power to regulate and order the publick prayers of 
the Church in all his Dioceſe, and ſo had ſingular Autho- 
rity to compole a Colle& tor himſelf upon tome exigent 
of the Church, It will not tollow from hence, that eve- 
ry green-headed fellow may takea liberty of conceiving 
prayers betore his Sermon thirty or forty times as long as 
S. — prayer was, and vary every Lords day, nay 
twice a day ſometimes, and obtrude thoſe upon the 
World as all the Common prayers requiſite in a 
Church, 

Buc they have another Plea (I ſee in Mr, Bernard) for 
the Antiquity of theſe Conceptions before Sermon,from 
the Authoriry of $, Auguſtine, who in his fourth book de 
Dodtrina Chriſtiana cap, 3, faith, $i enim regina Eſther 
oravit pro ſue gentis temporaria ſalute loquutura apud regem, 
ut in 0s eju#s Deus congruum ſermonem daret ; quanto ma#is 
orare debet, ut tale munus accipiat, qui pro #terna hominum 
ſalute wverbo & dodtrinalatorat ? It Queen Eſther pray- 
ed tor the temporal ſatety ot her Nation, when the was to 
ſpeak betore the King, that God would put into her 
mouth congruous words ; how much more ought he to 
pray for ſuch a gitt, who labours in the Word and Do- 
&frine tor the eternal ſalvation of Mens fouls 2 But whe- 
ther $. Auguſtine intend publick or private prayer is nvt 
here expreſt, *'T1s certain Eſthers prayer was private, 
[t publick prayer, whether he intends a prayer of the 

C hurche: 
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C hurches compoſing, or of our own conceiving, is not 
mentioned, In the 15, cap, of the ſame book we have 
another paſſage to the ſame purpoſe ; Ipſa jam hora ut di- 
cat accedens, prinſquam exerat proferentem linguam, ad 
Dewm lewvet ſittentem animam < | he hour being come that 
he ſhould ſpeak, betore he opens his mouth, ler him lift 
up kis thirſting ſoul, Bur this may be done by a mental 
prayer ; and-it ſeems the Father ſpeaks of thar , for he 
ſaith, Before he makes uſe of his tongue, let him litt up his 
thirſting ſoul, That he could not intend a publick vo- 
cal prayer, I think is maniteſt by the 12;, Canon of the 
Milevitan Council, wherein $. Auguſtine himſelf was pre- 
ſent, when it was by him and other Fathers decreed, That 
no prayers ſhould be uſed in the Church, Nift que a prou- 


dentioribus tratfate, wel comprobate fuerint in Synod, ne 


forte aliquid contra fidem per 1gnoranttam wel per minus 
ma compoſitum - Bur ſuch as were firſt examined 
y the more prudent, or appointed in an open Synod, leſt 
haply ſomething againſt the Faith, either through igno- 
rance or carele(nefs, fall tromany, It any man queſtion 
whether S, Augnſtine were preſent in, this Council, and 
had a handin this Canon, let him hear what Mrcrologus 
ſaith , cap.5, de authenticis orationibus , Nam oftavum 
Africans provincie concilium ( cut ſanctus Anguſtinas, 
immo ducenti & quatuordecim fantti Patres imterfuerunt) 
cap.12, ita conſtituit, Nulle preces vel orationes dicantur, 
ni ſi que in concilio fuerint probate : The eighth Council 
ot the Province of Africa (wherein S. Auguſtine and two 
hundred Fathers more were gathered together): ordained, 
T hat no prayers ſhould be uſed, but ſuch as were approved 
of in the Council, And the third Council of: Carthage, 
wherein $, Argnſtine alſo was preſent, made a Canon to 
the ſame purpole, If S. Anguſtrne himſelt, and ſo many 
Fathers, in two Councils, interdicted the uſe of all pray- 
ers 
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ers in publick, but ſuch as were approved of-in open Sy- 
nod , then S, Auguſtize cannot be underſtood of pravers 
of our own conceiving, but either private prayers, or pub- 
lick prayers of the Churches compoſing, Ir is no vain 
conjecture therefore of Walafridas Strabo upon S, Augu- 
tines yn practice z, tor he obſerving that S. Augu [in 

concluding many of hisHomilies with this clauſe, Conver ſi 
ad domiyum, aled to ſubjoyn a Common prayer, Sicut 
etiamnum ſolent ſacerdotes in concluſionmtbus nofturne vel 
diurns Synaxtus orationes breves & collett as ſubjungere : 
Strabe32, In Strabo his judgment then it was nothing 
but a (ſhort Collect, ſuch as the Prieſts uſed in the conclu- 


ſton of their Nocturnal or Diurnal Office, They that. 


bave read S, Auguftines Homilies, have taken notice I 
doubt not of that prayer ; but becauſe all have not the 
opportunity to obſerve it, I have here tranſcribed it : 
Converſi ad Dominum Deum Patrem omnipotentem puro 
corde,et quantim poteſt paruit as noſtra,maximas atq; uberes 
gratias agamus, Precantes toto animo ſingularem magnitu- 
dinem es, ut preces noſtr as in beneplacito ſuo exaudire dig- 
nel ur , inimicum quoq; 4 noftris attibrus & cogitatiombus 
ſua vintute expellat, nobis multiplicet fidem, mentem guber- 
net, ſpirituales cogttationes concedat, & ad beatitudinem ſu- 
am perducat, 1urning unto the Lord God Father al- 
mighty, let us render unto him all poſsible thanks, be- 
ſeeching him with all our hearts, that he woutd out of 
his ſingular mercy and good pleaſure vouchſate co hear our 
prayers, drive away the enemy from our actions and 
rhoughts, increaſe our taith, govern our minds, grant ſpi- 
ritual cogitations, and at l:{t bring us to his happinels 
chrough Jeſus Chriſt his Son, Amer. 

This was S, Anuguftines prayer he conclutes his Sermon 
withall ſometimes ; and yet it it be obſerved, it 15 no tor- 
mal prayer, but aninvitatipn to prayer, a Bidding prayer, 
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like that in our Canons, Bidding prayers, it ſeems, were 

in uſe before ours in the Canon, I wiſh to God that theſe 

later Ages had contained themſelves within the bounds 

and limits of his ſobriety and modeſty, we ſhould have 

had no cauſe then ro complain of the innumerable evils 

occaſioned by the abuſe of this Liberty : As, _ 

Firſt, the hiding and concealing the beauty of the Li- 

— turgy from the common people, which had thined as il- 

luftri-ufly as the Sun at noon-day, had not this novel 

uſage (as the Moon) interpoſed it ſelf betwixt it and their 

ſight : Though all men that took up that taſhion did not 

foreſce the evil, nor intend it, Yet this was clearly the 

event and the defign alſo of thoſe Empiricks, who pre- 

rended toa peculiar gift of prayer, and praying by the 

Spirit z tor if they were guided by the Spirit in their Con- 

ceptions, andthe Church not guided by the Spirit in her 

> A Forms, what elſe coul4 tollow in the peoples Lo- 

gick, but that the Common prayers of the Church were 
vain and ſuperfluous * 

" Secondly, the diſſemination of Falſe Doctrine, S, Fe- 
rom obſerves [1þ,2, epiſt,81, that there are many Haben- 
tes affettum errors, cum pradicandi eundem non habent li- 
bertatem ; Love errours, that have not liberty co preach 
it: And becauſe they have not liberty to preach it, by 
this new arrifice they learn topray it, broach all manner 
of talſe Doctrine in their prayers, 1t the prayers of theſe 
men be nor looked into as well as their Sermons, they'l 
pray all into contuſion, the King out of his Throne, Peace 
and Truth our of the Church, and People out of their 
Wits, 

A third evil comes by this Liberty, is fingular diſhonour 
to God, and ſcandal to Chriſtian People. Por the moſt 
Seraphick of theſe men, when = venture upon extem= 
yorary prayers, happeu. to loſe themſelves ottentumes.; 

and 
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and that their impertetions may not be diſcerned, they 
have an art to fill up the chaſmes with Humms and Haws, 
which the poor people are made to beleeve are the groan- 
ings of the Spirit; orelſe with miſerable tautologics, oi 
which is worſe, execrable blaſphemies, It all che nonſenſe 
and blaſphemy were gathered together, which haye faln 
from men in their eftuſrons of late time, they would make 
a volume as great as Thomas Aquinas ſumms, 1 hall 
ws $6 foul a little paper with a narration ot fone of 
them, and thoſe no ſtories taken up upon common tame 
and flying report, but ſuch as were atteſted by perſons of 
integrity, andear witneſſes, 

We pray thee Q God ((aith one) not oxely to deſtrey 
Heaven, but all the glory that hath been in the Souls of 
why people, and create a new Heaven and a new Earth, 
wheretm may dwell the immediate aſhes of thine own 
olory, 

Though thou ſitteſt in the higheſt Heavens, j” thon be- 
holdeſt all things, that are done here below, both in Heaven 
and Earth, 

Let the Keys of our hearts (C) Lord) hang at the gird!lt of 


our God, 
0 Lord tye our hands behind us, that we may not cut the 


throats of our own ſouls, 

Another being at a loſs in his prayer, prayed God to 
vive him Conſerve of Barbertes, 

At a Market Town in: Norfolk, there being a ſolemn 
meeting inorder to the ſetting up of the Presbyterian 
Government ; when one had in his Sermon, given mſtru- 
ion to the Lay-Elders how to demean themſelves , and 
told them for that purpoſe, they muſt be as Chirurgi- 
ons ; have Ladies hands, Hawks eyes, and Lions hearts, 
A zealous Diſciplinarian taking upon him to pray over 
the Sermon, belought God to give to the Lay Elders, 
Ladies hands. Hawks eyes, and Lions pawes, Wie 
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When the twelve Biſhops were ſent to the Tower in 


-the beginning of che long Farliament, one in his prayer be- 


fore his Sermon gave God thanks, that he had ſet Chriſt 
Feſus twelve ſteps higher upon his throne, than ever he was 
before, 

Another being to preach a Funeral Sermon, when the 
honeſt Curate had read the 8, chap, of Eccleſ, werſe 4. 
where Solomon delivered the Divine Maxim, Where the 
word of a King us, there power, and who can ſay to him 
what doeſt thou ? tearing the people might be poiſon'd 
with Solomons Divinity, uſed this Antidote in his prayer 
before his Sermon, 0 Lord, though Solomon taught, that 
Kings might not be controld, yet we thy people know by thy 
ſpirit that Kings may be queſtioned, and called to ac- 
count, oc, | 

Another, when a great many Horſes dyed of the 
diſeaſe about him, deſired God in his prayer before Ser- 
mon, to take off the Diſeaſe from innocent Beaſts, and lay it 
upon Men, 

The ſame at another time, prayed God to forgive 
him and the people aſſembled the ſins of their Norlolk- 
neſs, 

Another upon a defeat given to the Parliaments army 
by the Kings forces, uſed this expreſsion in his prayer be- 
fore Sermon, 9 Lord thou haſt gone forthwith our armies, 
why doſt thou now hang an arſe ? 

Was there ever ſuch unclean anhallowed ſtuff bronght 
into the Sanctuary * did the Jewes when they were moſt 
profane, pollute the great name of God with ſuch lame 
and mained ſacrifice? did ever the Heathen inyoke their 
talſe deities in ſuch a rude and barbarous manner © who 
took Care, ne quid prepoſtere dicatur, Let all ſober and 
prudent men judge, whether theſe look like dictates of 
the Spirirc, Did the Spirit teach the Apoſtles wg 3 +5, 
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eo ſpeak wiſely and ſententiouſſy - And does it now 
teach men to play the tool, and pray like mad men * Ler 
men conſider whether theſe detormed conceptions be 
comparable to the grave and ſolemn praiers ot thehurch, 
the production of 1500 years wildo;ne and experience ; or 
whether it be fit to leave men to their liberty ot praying 
in publick , wen they have thus abuſed it to their own 
ſhame, to the ſcandal ot people, ani the infinite dithonour 
ot Got | | 

Another Innovation it ſeems to me, is the Preaching of 
very young men out of their own ſtocks and abilities, 
Amongſt the Jews none were privileged toaecide mat- 
ters of \_ ontroverfte in the Law, till they were learned in 
the School ot a Doctor, and torty years ot age, Our Lord 
and Saviour Chriſt,and Joby Baptiſt, begun not to preach 
till they were thirty years of age : For which cauſe the 
Church atterwards in ſeveral Canons torbad that any 
ſhould be made a Presbyter till he was thirty years of age, 
The Canons are extant i Gratian, diftindt, 78, Iihall 
name onely the 11, Cay, ot the Neocef4rian Counctl, 
Presbyter ante triginta annorum #tatem non ordinetar ,quam- 
Vis ſit probabilis vite , ſed obſerver nſque ad prefinitum” 
tempus, Dominus enim trigeſimo anno babtizatus erat, 
& prediexvit, Let no Presbycer, though he be of a good 
lite, be ordained, till he be thirty years, bur let him waic 
till che time appointed, For our Lord and Saviour was 
baptized the 1 hirtieth year ot his age, and then began to 
Preach, It there were no Canon upon Record to atteſt 
the ſenſe and practiſe of the Church , yet the very title 
of Presbyter, which beloags to men ot that order, were 
enough to doe it, For the word Presbyter is not onely 
Nomen 'atiwuaſos, but 5aias, a name of dignity, bur ot 
age; andinfinuates, that they were all men ot years ad- 
micted into that order, Eraſmus in the lite of St, Ferom 
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reſtifieth, that when Paulinianus Brother to St, H!tromee 
upon his ſingular merit was made Presbyter, betore thoſe 
canonical years, Hoc nomine poſtea calumniam ſtry xit 
Feronimo Foannes —_ ymitanus, quod infra legitimans 
xtatem, ad hoc honoris eſſet evettus, olim enim ante triceſt- 
mum annum nullus erat maturus honort Presbyteri, John 
B. of Jeruſalem afterwards went about to detract trom $, 
Hierom, b<cauſe his Brother was promoted to that order 
being under age : For ancien:ly (faith he) beto.e the chir- 
tieth year, none were ripe for the honour of a ;-reSoyter, 
In which words Eraſmus acknowledgeth both the anti- 
quity of that cuſtome of the Church, and the great cen- 
ſure St, Heirom lay under, for promoting or ſuffering his 
Brothers Ordination before the legitimate age, And 
though happily our Church in the beginning ot the retor- 
mation through ſcarcity of men to ſerve in thoſe Sacred 
offices, was torced to abate ſomething ot the rigour ot 
thoſe Canons, and admit men into the order of Presbyte- 
rate, before they were arrived to that maturity of years z 
yet there was no necelſsity of ſuffering them to preach ex 


proprio, out of their own ſtocks and abilities, It in the 


ancient. Church, where none were Presbyrters till they 
were thirty years of age, all Presbyters were not ſuffered 
ro preach, but only ſuch as gave good ſecurity for the pru- 
dent managery of the office , it may ſeem an overſight to 
{uffer young men to preach, and then leave them to their 
libesty in preaching, The Church ot England hath paid 
dear tor her indulgence in this thing ; Nothing hath been 
more detrimental to the peace, order, and government 
of the Church ,; than the preaching ot theſe youngſters, 
who not being rightly biaſs'd at their firſt ſetting out, 
through the fervour of youth, and ſome youthtul luſts, as 
pride, vain glory, popularity, have often taln into che ſnare 
ot the Devil, and proved deſperate Set-Malters, trum- 

pets 


"— 


Ti theſe later times. 


pets of Schiſm and Sedition, It any hays efcaped this 
Charybdrs, yet they have dath'd their toor 22:4nft anther 
Sc:la, through their ungroundecne's and vns'; 1fuinz'5 in 
Divinity , tor howſoever young men m-y be of pregnanc 
parts, excell in ſubordinate Arts and Sciences, yet tor 
want of years and maturity of judgment, they cannot be 
maſte:s of ſuch a ſound body ot Divinity, as is requ.fite 
for the undertaking ſo weighty a province, Divinity is a 
vaſt and comprehenſive Science, tull of depths and pro 

fandities; a great part of it Polemical, the very Practicals 
incumbred with many ditficulties, Befides, to the right 
interpretation of Scripture , a duty incumbent on the 
Preacher, there is required acquaintance with the Wri- 
tings of the Fathers, torin a Canon of our own Chutc!1, 
the Expoſitions of the Fathers are to be the rule ot our 


-Expolitions ; and how can ſuch young men make this the 


Canon of their Interpretation , when they ſcarce know 
their Names, much lels are converſant in their Writings * 
As every Man is not fit to make a Scholar, no more is 
every Scholar fit to make a Preacher, Men thould be Dt- 
vines before they are Preachers; and to be Divines there 
is time, and pains, and maturity of judgment required. 
Whereupon S, Feroz adviſerh his triends Nepotran and 
Pammachimns, din diſcere betore they did docere, He tells 
Nepotian, De wita Cleric, Nolo te d:clamatorem efſe & 14- 
bulam, gar ulumq; ſine ratione, ſed myſteriorim peritum 7 
I would not have you a declaimer, a jangler, and garrulous 
without reaſon, but skiltul in Divine myſte: 1s, He admo- 
niſheth R»ſticzs the Monk, S! clericatus tit? at de ſiderinm, 
diſce quod poſs 1s docere, ne miles antequam tyro, ne priins 
matiſter ſis auam diſcipnl us : Ii the detrte of being a Clet - 
y-man tickled him, he thould learn himiclt what to teach 
others, leſt he (ſhould take upon him to be a (ould!cr betore 
he handled a weapon, and a maſter betore he was a icholar, 
| Ancient!y 
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Anciently it was required men ſhould be Divines before 
they were Preachers, but fince men have turned Preach- 
ers before they were Divines, their Preaching hath been 
but iynzonh mexwend a backward forwarding of the matter ; 
though Preaching hath gained, yer Religyon hath loſt, 
and people have been led aſide into Sedts and Factions, Ir 
was 2 memorable paſſage that Eraſmms relates of $, Ferom 
in his Lite; S. Ferom once undertook to interpret allego- 
rically the Prophecy of 0bad:ah, when he did not himfelf 
underſtand the literal meaning of it, this Comment of 
his was by many very highly extoll'd, when he himſelf 
was aſhamed to own it ; whereupon afterwards he writes 
thus merrily of himſelt, Fateor miratus ſum, quod quan- 
tumwis aliquis male ſcripſerit, invenit ſimilens ſut leftorem 
Ile pradicabat, ego erubeſcebam; ille myſticos ſenſus fere- 
bat ad celum, &s, 1conte(s] wonder, that though a man 
writes never ſo ill, yet he finds a Reader like himſelf, He 
highly commended it, I bluh'd at it, he extoll'd the my- 
{tical ſenſe unto the skies, I hung my head and ſecretly 
condemn'd ic, What he ingenuonfly acknowledged of 
his juvenile Writings, young Preachers may ot their 
youthtul Sermons, It was the ſaying of a reverend Pre- 
late of this Church, Towng Divines muſt have young Di- 
vinity : And though young Diviges have the luck to be 
Men-pleaſcrs, yea and Women-pleaſers too; yet young 
Divinity w:l] never conduce to the peace and happinels of 
Gods Chutch, no nor to the edification of men in piety 
and holinct's, It 1s the obſervation of His Sacred Majeſty 
it his Letcer ro the Lords Grace of Canterbury, That 'tis 
the work ot young Divines and Miniſters, either out of a 
{p::1r of contention and contradiction, or 1n 2 vain oſten- 
tatun oft their Learning, to embro:l the Church and State, 
An:: we have tound it true by experience : tor as we read 
of a great King deſtroyed by the counlel of young men, tov 

we 
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we may remember a great and good. King allo deſtroyed 
by theſe young Divines and their young Divinity, 

A third Innovation (as I take it). is the Preaching of 
Lecturers : but by Lecturers I do not underſtand all that 
go under that name, but ſuch as are merely of the Peo- 
ples ſetting up, againſt the mind and without the ſpecial 
Licenſe of the Governours of the Church, T heſe Lectu- 
rers are a new order ot Ecclefiaſticks, that like Carteſius 
Philoſophy are made up of rare Principles, but all No- 
velties, 

Their Ordination (it they have any) is a Novelty ; for 
'tis either by Presbyters ſve Epiſcopo, , or by Biſhops ſine 
titwlo, It it be by Presbyters withour a Biſhop, *cis a 
Novelty, as being againſt Tradition Apoſtolical , the 
Practice and Conſtirution of the ancient Church, and ot 
the univerſal Church tor the ſpace of 1500, years after 
Chriſt, Ordination ever was the Biſhops peculiar ; and 
all Ordinations without the Biſhop were eſteemed unca- 
nonical, and pronounced null and void ; Y:de Concil, Con- 
ſtantinop.1. can,6, TItit be by Biſhops withour a Title, 
'tis a Novelty too, againſt a Canon oft our own C hurch, 
can.33. and againſt the Canons of the ancient Church, 
Nullum abſolute ordinari debere Presbyterum, &c, Concil, 
Chalced, can,6, No Presbyter is abſolutely to be ordain- 
ed, And I doubt ſuch a Lecture of the peoples ſetting up 
will never prove a Title in Law nor in the Churches 
eſteem ; and 1t it be nor, their Ordination 1s a Novelty 
and a Nullity alſo, 

T heir Congregation is a Novelty, as being againſt the 
Doctrine, Practice and Canons of the ancient Chutich too, 
by which n9 Presbyter is ſuffered ro hold Meetings or 
Conventions by himſelt contrary to the Biſhops mind 
and order, We find it very early in the Canons ot the 
Apoſtles; $: quis Presbyter contemnens Epiſcopum ſuum 
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ſeor ſim collegerit , & altare alind erexerit, nthil habexs 


quod reprebendat Epiſcopwm ſuum in cauſa pietatis & juſti- 
tie, deponatur, quaſi principatus amatoy exiflens ; eſt ening 
tyrannur, & cateri clerici, anicungq; tali conſentiunt, depo- 
nantur, laici wero ſegrerentur, Can,32, It any Presby- 
ter deſpiſing his Biſhop thall hold a Meeting by himſelf, 
and erect another Altar, having nothing in the mean time 
to accule the Biſhop of in matter ot piety and juſtice, ler 
him be depoſed as one that loves Preeminence ; for 
heis a Tyrant, and other Clergy-men that joyn with him 
are to be depoled, and the Laicks excommunicate, To 
this agrees 2 Canon of the Council of Carthage, $1 qurs 
Presbyter ab Ep:ſcopo ſuo correptus, tumore vel ſuperbia 1n- 
flatus, putaverit ſeparatim ſacrificia Deo offerenda,vel aliud 
erigendum altare contra eccleſiaſdicam fidem,vel diſciplinams 
crediderit, non exeat impunitus: It any Presbyter being 
rebuked and cenfured by the Biſhop, ſhall ina ſeparation 
offer ſacritice roGod, or erect another Altar againſt theEc- 
cleftaſtical Faith and Diſcipline, ler him not $0 unpuniſh'd, 
But theſe Lecturers hold Conventions and Meetings in 
the Church without the Biſhops Licenſe, and againſt the 
Canons of the Church, and all Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline , 
theretore their Congregation is a Novelty, 

T heir Election is a Novelty, as being by the ſuffrage of 
the People onely ; though Ants the Biſhops anci- 
ently did conſult the People betore their Ordination, ad te- 
{timonium, tor their teſtimony , yet never ad ele&ionem, 
tor thcir ſuffrage in the choice ot them : much leſs after 
O:dination did they leave ic to the People to make choice 
of thetr own Curates, but they habe appointed and 
{-nc our fit men to their ſeveral Cues, There are ſeveral 
(anvns where:n the People are barr d this liberty of Ele- 
&tion in the ancient Church : the 1 3,ca,ot the Council of 
Lacdicea may ſerve alone topive us a taſte; Non eft popu- 
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lis concedendum Elettionem facere rorum, qui aldarss mi- 
niſterio ſunt applicand;, It 15 not to be letr to the people 
to make choice of thoſe, who are to ſerve at the altar. 
But theſe Lecturers come in all by popular Election, :nd 
maintain the peoples election an authentick Call and (ut- 
iicient without any MiſSion or Commilsion from the Bi- 
thop, and therefore their Election is a Novelty, 

Their Maintenance 1s a Novelty, as being Elemoſt- 
nary of the peoples benevolence , they live not upon any 
Church revenue of tiches, or glebe, or oblations, but upon 
the peoples contributions, Whereas the maintenance 
of the Clergy was ever of tithes, or ſome Church revenue, 
or betore the ſectlement ot tithes by (ecular powers, cer- 
tain honourable ſtipends diſtribured: at the diſcretion of 
the Br-hop, according to the merits of the pet{on, weekly 
or monthly our of the Churches treaſure, whereupon 
Presbyters were call'd by St, Cyprian, Sportulantes fra- 
tres, Epiſt, 66, and thoſe ſtipends ſportule, Epiſt. 34. Ce- 
terum Presbyterit honorems nos deſienaſse illis jams ſciatts, ut 
et ſportulis etſdem cum Presbyteris honorentur, But you 
may know we have deſigned the honour of the Presbyte- 
rate tor them, that they may be dignified with the tame 
ftipends Presbyters are, As among(t the Romanes, the 
word ſportule was uſed tor a certain allowance ot tcod or 
mony given by great men to their tollowers , fo in Saint 
Cyprian it ſignihes the allowance or ſtipends which the 
Buhop out of the Church trealure paid to the Prieſts 
that depended upon him, For as the Churches treatire 
was ſolely at the Biſhops diſpoſing ; fo the Clergy Ce- 
pended upon the Bithop tor their maintainance out of that 
treaſure, And theretore tis provided in the 7 Cay, ot c.:e 
Council of Gangres, Siquts oblationes eccleſie accipere, 
vel dare voluerit prater conſcientiam Epiſcopi, wel ejus cu 
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ye confilio, Anathema fit, That it any ſhould preſume to 
take or give the oblations of the Church without the 
knowledge or conſent of the Biſhop, he ſhould be Anathe- 
ma; Whereby it appears, that the Prieſts and other or- 
ders of the Clergy depended upon the Biſhop for their 
maintenance; But theſe Lecturers depend upon the * 
people tor their maintenance, And theretore their main- 
renance iS a novelty, 

Their Do&trine is a novelty, As they are the peoples 
creatures, ſo they are the peoples ſervants, and take 
great Care to pleale them, populs ut placerent quas feciſ- 
ſent fabulas ; and foraſmuch as people are lovers of no- 
velties, they muſt be ſure to bring new things to their 
ears daily, Iris not enough for them topreach yowve, af- 
ter a new manner, but they muſt preach nova, and not 
bona nova but mala nova;nay nova mala,newGods in[ſrael; 
nova dogmata ſunt xov1 dii(laith Vineentins) new opinions 
are new Gods ; And if theſe be not new opinions, 
new doEtrines ; That the government of the Church 
by Biſhops is Antichriſtian ; That murdering of Kings is 
lawful; That Rebellion and Schiſm are no fins ; Thar 
Chriſts Goſpel, as Mahumetaniſm, 15 to be propagated by 
the Sword ; T hat the qg_ diſturbers and violaters of 
the pablick peace, are the onely Saints, and moſt godly 
Men, Let them that know any thing of antiquity judge ; 
And yet this is the Syſteme of their Divinity, 

Laſtly, they themſelves are the greateſt Novelty of all, 
I find no order of Clergy-men in former times that reſem- 
bies them, but the Mendicant Fryars in the Romane 
Church, an order fer up by St. Dominick, and St, 
Francis about the time of 7ynocent the third, and Innocent 
the fourth Biſhops of Rome, and with them they hold cor- 
reſpondency in two things, As the Mendicant Friars be- 
iog exempted from the juriſdiction of Biſhops, brought 
the 


in theſe later times. 


the Biſhops iato contempt with the people: ſo theſe Le- 
Rurers exempting themſelyes from the juriſdiction of Bi- 
ſhops,do all they can to the diminution of their Order,and 
honour, that they may become the ſcorn ot the vulgar, 
As the Merdicant Fryers having Charters trom the Pope 
to preach in every Pariſh, without the licenſe of the pro- 
per Curate ; 10 take conteſions, to viſit the lick, and bury 
the dead ; rendred the ſecular Clergy contemptible, and 
by that means brought all the Grift to their own Mills : 
ſo theſe Lecturers by their induſtrious preaching ot novel- 
ties bring the regular Clergy, who live ju [Wbordination to 
the King, and the Biſhops, 1ato contempt With the people, 
Bur as omne ſimile eſt etiam di[jimule, though thele Men- 
dicant Fryers were in ſome things exorbitant, yet in the 
main they were true and faithtul ro the intereſt of the 
Church : Bur theſe Lecturers are ever falſe, and perfidi- 
ous to the Church that gave them Chriſtendom , ever 
bandying publickly againſt her Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
or undermining privately her walls, and bulwarks, An 
army of Turks could not have madea greater devaſtation 
mn the Church, and Nation, than they did of late by cheir 
ſeditious Doctrines, They poiſoned all che corporations 
of England with their principles of Schiſm, and Rebel- 
lion, They blew the trumpets to war in. the pulpic, be- 
tore they were ſounded in the field, When they could 
not ſlay their two enemies, Kingſhip and Epiſcopacy, 
eladio ors, with the Sword of their mouth, they did it oye 
gladi;, with the edge of the Sword, They are ever ar 
defiance with their lawful ſupertours, but damnable flatte- 
rers of the people,and verifie that maxim of Tertullian, 
nu{quam mag i proficitur, quam in caſtris rebelluum, ub1 eſſe 
eſt promerert, There is no ſuch proficiency as in the 
tents of Schiſmaticks, where the very being is meritori- 
ous, It any will but tollow them and hear their Lectures, 
they 
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they canonize them for Saints before they are Chrifti- 
ans, and make them ſure of ſalvation, betore they under- 
ſtand the firſt principles of the oracles of God , ina word, 
they 2re the falſe Prophets of the Nation, by whom God 


_ tries us whether we will love him, or obey him as we 


ought to do, and whom he forbids us to harken unto for 
though they cone to us in Sheeps-clothing, yet inwardly 
they are rayening Wolves, Gulielmus de Sando Amore, 
a Learned Theologue, who lived about the firſt riling of 
theſe Mendicant Fryars, writ a Book upon that occaſion 
de pericults ogg, in that aTreatiſe,de ſignis pſeudo- 
prophetarum, It any will take the pains to read over 
tuat treatiſe, which he may find tranſcribed, and cranſla- 
ted in the book of Martyrs, he ſhall find that in moſt of 
chem, they agree to theſe Lefurers, O that people 
would but ſee their fin and danger in folfowing ſuch falſe 
lights! O that theſe deceivers would conſider of the 
judgments of God threatned againſt them, tor abuſing of 
the people, renting of the Church, and embroyling of 
the State, And at laſt become obedient *Jons ot an In- 
dulgent Mother, the Church, that we might all ſay and 
ling, quam bonum, et fo” weundum, 
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